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Published August 20th, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO IMPOSE AND PROVIDE FOR COLLECTION OF FIRE
ASSESSMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of County Commissioners ofAlachua County, Florida, will

conduct a public hearing to consider the imposition of an annual fire assessment for the provision of fire

sen/ices within the boundaries of the entire unincorporated area of Alachua County and the cities of

Alachua, Archer, Hawthorne, Micanopy, and Waldo and collection of this assessment pursuant to the tax

bill collection method.

The hearing will be held at 5:01 p.m., of as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, on Thursday,

September 11,2025, in the Alachua County Administration Building, 12 Southeast First Street, Second

Floor, Room 209, Gainesville, Florida. The purpose of the hearing is to receive public comment on the

proposed assessment. All affected property owners have a right to appear at the hearing and to file written

objections with the County before or during the hearing. If a person decides to appeal any decision made

by the Board of County Commissioners with respect to any m&tter considered at the hearing, such person

will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, including the

testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made. If accommodation for persons with

disabilities are needed, please contact the Alachua County Equal Opportunity Office at 352-374-5275, at

least two (2) business days prior to the event. TT(' users please call 711 (Florida Relay Service}.

The amount of the annual fire assessment imposed against each property is based on a two-tiered

apportionment method whereby a portion of the County's annual fire department budget is allocated

equally among all parcels on a per parcel basis (Tier 1} and the remaining portion of the budget to be

funded through the assessment is apportioned based on the value of structures on each parcel (Tier 2),

measured in increments of $5,000 each of which comprise an equivalent benefit unit (E8U). Undeveloped

property is not subject to Tier 2.



Benefit Ter

Tier 1

TtGf2

Assessment Unit

Per Parcel

Per $5,000 of
Structure VsJus,
founded down to

iwISS.OOO
iESU)

Applicable to_

AS Non-exempt Parceis •-

Improwi and Ufumproved

Non-exempt tmpioved
Parcels

Maximum Rate
for FY 2025-26

$132.47 Per
Parcel

$7.28 per E8U

Maximum Rate for
each focal year

ihereafter

S133 23 Per Parcel

S12.1SPerEBU

Copies of the Fire Assessment Ordinance, the Initia! Assessment Resolution for Fire Services and the

preliminary Fire Assessment Roll are available for inspection in the Department of Fire Rescue

Headquarters, 911 SE 5th Street, Gainesvilte, Ft

The fire service non-ad valorem assessment wilE be collected on the annual ad valorem tax bi!l mailed in

November of each yearthat the assessment is imposed. Failure to pay the assessment will cause a tax

certificate to be issued against the property in accordance with the provisions of Florida law, which may

resuEtinalossoftitle.

If you have any questions, please contact Alachua County Fire Rescue at 352-384-3101.

Assessment and TRIM Notice Attached
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How to Search

U5e the search box to find specific Legal Notices. Single key words such as the type of notice and entity are best. Each notice has "tags" that
can also be uUlized to sort notices. Tags Include: Public Hearing, Board Meeting, Request for Qualifications, Request for Proposal, Notice of
Bid, Growth Management, Tsx Collector, etc. For past notices change the date range to before the notice date.

Calendar Notifications

Click Subscribe button to add Legal Notices to your calendar, which arc updated in real time.

Email Notifications

To receive email notifications of new!y posted legal notices, email Bjfigtiinp'iices@a!3chuacounty^us and put "Subscribe" in the subject line.

Contact Us

For any questions or concerns please contact the Legal Notices Coordinator at is .lEgalnstic'fisOalachuacounty.jJs.
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Aiachua County aims to continualiy improve the accessibility and usabiiity of its website. If you are an individual with a

disability and you experience difficulty or require assistance or accommodation in using our website, please contact the

Alachua County ADA CoordinatoraEADA@alachuacounty.us or call the Alachua County Equal Opportunity Office at 352-374-

5275; TDD/TTY Users please call 711 Florida Reiay Service.

ViewAtoctiua County's WebsiieAccessibflUy Policy And Pfoccdurcs(/Dipiirtu;pei;i!/i';etii'NA(Ct;.,s'b'i iy.sip.i)

If you have a disabiiity and need an accommodation in order to participate in a County program, service or public meeting,

piease contact the Equal Opportunity Office at 352-374-5275 at least 2 business days prior to the event. TDD users, please call

711 (Florida Relay Service).

Facebook instagrarn Twjtter YouTube Fllckr Contact us

(fContactUs/l'ages/contactus.asei)

To make a public records request, p!ease contact the Pubiic Records Custodian at (352) 264-6906 or ra

publicrecordsrequest@cilachu5county.us. Please Visit the Public Records Rf?quest (/ofpti/auofnt-y/pigei/p.jtiniRecofdsHequtist.aipYi webpsge for

more information,

This website is a public service. Please read the Legal Disclaimer. Website designed and engineered by Alachua County ITS,

Applications Division Version 2014 (v1.0) Under Florida law (Statute 119.0'il), all information, induding e-maii, written letters,

documents and phone messages, sent to the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners is subject to Pubiic Records

law. This includes the sender's e-mail address, home address or phone number if shown in the message, the content of the

message and any associated attachments to the mail. Also piease be aware that electronic correspondence (e-mail) is made

available on the Commission's public archive site immediately upon being sent. Instead, contact Alachua County Offices by

phone or in writing.

As part of an ongoing accessibility initiative we are using the Siteimprove intelligence PlatformTM to help identify and

prioritize accessibility issues on our webske.

Q Background image: Lake Alice provided by: PhotoT3te Studio, Poitriiit, Family and Landscape Photographer in Gainesvilie, Ft



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS

Non-ad vaforem assessments are fees levied against property by the Board of County Commissioners to
pay for a particular service. The fees are expressed in a dollar amount instead of a miilage rate. They are
directly related to the service provided and the money is not used for any other purpose. In Alachua County,
we have non-ad valorem assessments for Fire Protection Services imposed against real property located in
the Alachua County Municipal Service Benefit Unit for Fire Protection Services (MSBU) which includes the
unincorporated area of the County and the Cities ofAlachua, Archer, Hawthorne, Micanopy, and Wakto.

The amount of the annual fire assessment imposed against each property is based on a two-tier
apportionment method whereby a portion of the County's annual fire department budget Es allocated equally
among all parcels on a per parcel basis (Tier 1) and the remaining portion of the budget to be funded through
the assessment is apportioned based on the value of structures on each parcel (tier 2), measured in
increments of $5,000 each of which comprise an equivalent benefit unit ("EBU"}. Undeveloped property is
not subject to Tier 2.

Benefit
Tier
Tier 1

Tier 2

Assessment Unit

Per Parcel

Per $5,000 of Structure Value,
rounded down to nearest $5,000
(EBU)

Applicable to

Al! Non-exempt Pa reels-improved
and Unimproved
Non-exempt Improved Parcels

Maximum Rate for
FY2025-26
$132.47 Per Parcei

$7.28 Per EBU

The maximum fire protection assessment that could be collected within the MSBU for Fiscal Year 2025-26
is estimated to be $23,505,318.00.

Hardship Assistance: In accordance with Sections 37.17.1, 37.17.2 and 39.12.35 of the Afachua County
Code, qualifying owners of assessed property who meet criteria and asset guidelines set forth therein shall
be eligible to receive a waiver of fees for fire protection assessment from the County. The applicant must
apply for the hardship assistance each year. Further information concerning the hardship assistance
program and eligibility criteria is available from the Alachua County Department of Community Support
Services, through its Division of Sodai Services at (352) 264-6750.

NOTE: WE ARE REQUIRED BY SECTION 197.3632(4)(b), FLORIDA STATUTES, TO PROVIDE THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

Because the assessments are on the property tax bill, they are treated the same as property taxes.
Therefore, failure to pay the assessments will cause a tax certificate to be issued against this property which
may result in loss of title.

All property owners have the right to appear at the Public Hearing on Thursday. September 11,2025,and
to file written objections with the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners within 20 days of this
notice. The Public Hearing wil! be heid in Room 209 of the Alachua County Administration Building. 12
Southeast 1st Street, Gainesviile, Florida 32601, at 5:01 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be
heard.

We are required by Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, to notify you that if you decide to contest any
decisions made at the public hearing on these assessments, you will need a record of the proceedings and,
for such purpose, you may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings (a word forward written
copy of the entire public hearing) is made which includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based.

ALSO NOTE: !f any accommodations are needed for persons with disabilities, please contact the
Alachua County Equal Opportunity Office at (352) 374-5275 (voice) or TTY users call 711 (Florida Relay
Service)

If you have questions about the assessments or their applicability to your property, please call
Alachua County Fire Rescue at (352) 384-3101 or email at acfnnfo@afachuacounty.us.

NOT A BILL DO NOT PAY NOT A BILL DO NOT PAY NOT A BILL DO NOT PAY



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO IMPOSE AND
PROVIDE FOR COLLECTION OF FIRE ASSESSMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of County Commissioners ofAlachua County,
Florida, will conduct a public hearing to consider the imposition of an annual fire assessment for the
provision of fire services within the boundaries of the entire unincorporated area ofAlachua County and
the cities ofAlachua, Archer, Hawthorne, Mlcanopy, and Waldo and collection of this assessment
pursuant to the tax bill collection method.

The hearing will be held at 5:01 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, on
Thursday, September 11, 2025, in the AIachua County Administration Building, 12 Southeast First Street,
Second Floor, Room 209, Gainesville, Florida. The purpose of the iiearing is to receive public comment
on the proposed assessment. All affected property owners have a right to appear at the hearing and to file
written objections with the County before or during tlie hearing. If a person decides to appeal any
decision made by the Board of County Commissioners with respect to any matter considered at the
hearing, such person will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record
is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made. If accommodation for
persons with disabilities are needed, please contact the Alachua County Equal Opportunity Office at 352-
374-5275, at least two (2) business days prior to the event. TTY users please call 711 (Florida Relay
Service).

The amount of the annual fire assessment imposed against each property is based on a two-tiered
apportionment method whereby a portion of the County's annual fire department budget is allocated
equally among all parcels on a per parcel basis (Tier 1) and the remaining portion of the budget to be
funded through the assessment Is apportioned based on the value of structures on each parcel (Tier 2),
measured in increments of $5,000 each of which comprise an equivalent benefit unit (EBU).
Undeveloped property is not subject to Tier 2.

Benefit Tier

Tier!

Tier 2

Assessment Unit

Per Parcel

Per $5,000 of
Structure Value,
rounded down to
nearest $5,000

(EBU)

Applicable to

All Non-exempt Parcels
Improved and Unimproved

Non-exempt Improved
Parcels

Maximum Rate
for FY 2025-26

$132.47 Per
Parcel

$7.28 per EBU

Maximum Rate for
each fiscal year

thereafter

$133.22 Per Parcel

$12.19 Per EBU

Copies of the Fire Assessment Ordinance, the Initial Assessment Resolution for Fire Services and
the preliminary Fire Assessment Roll are available for inspection in the Department of Fire Rescue
Headquarters, 911 SE 5th Street, Gainesville, FL

The fire service non-ad valorem assessinent will be collected on the annual ad valorem tax bill
mailed in November of each year that the assessment is imposed. Failure to pay the assessment will cause
a tax certificate to be Issued against the property in accordance with the provisions of Florida law, which
may result in a loss of title.

If you have any questions, please contact Alachua County Fire Rescue at 352-384-3101.



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA

Jurisdictions

OUT
a IN

HICANOPYo"

UNINCORPORATED

HAWTHORNE




