
STAFF SUMMARY: 
PROPOSED WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA ESTABLISHMENT PROCESS 

 
Public input from residents around Lochloosa Slough Preserve has consistently 

emphasized the importance of hunting to the local community. Hunting opportunities on all 
County owned preserves must be aligned with the Alachua County Hunting Business Plan 
(Alachua County 2013). A local hunt club previously had an agreement with Weyerhaeuser 
Company for hunting access on the property; however, this agreement ended upon County 
acquisition. Since the County took ownership, hunting opportunities on the site have included 
limited-hunt license agreements for women and youth with the National Wild Turkey Federation 
from 2021 to 2026.  

To provide the public with the most suitable opportunities for hunting in alignment with 
the Hunting Business Plan, staff have recommended a plan to establish both multi-year hunting 
license agreements and a Wildlife Management Area (WMA) as shown in Exhibit G in the 
Management Plan.  

Two separate multi-year hunting license agreements are being proposed for an 
approximate 962 acre area of the preserve. These agreements provide hunting opportunities in 
exchange for land management services on the preserve. ACF staff will work with the 
Procurement Department to advertise this opportunity and select groups of hunters. 

The County is also coordinating with FWC to create a WMA which will allow for public 
hunting at a scale that is not practical for County staff to manage. Partnering with FWC to 
establish a WMA will be mutually beneficial for FWC, Alachua County, and the public. This 
arrangement adds approximately 5,303 acres to the statewide WMA system. The proposed 
WMA will encompass areas that allow for public hunting opportunities as well as areas that are 
reserved for non-hunting recreation. Approximately 2,284 acres in the southern half of the WMA 
would be reserved for non-hunting recreation such as hiking, bicycling, and equestrian use every 
day of the year. This non-hunting part of the preserve is isolated from proposed hunting areas by 
public roads. The remaining area, approximately 3,019 acres, would be managed by FWC for 
quota permit hunts and would be open only to hunters with a permit during select dates. Staff are 
proposing 51 days be closed for hunting on select weekends from September through April. 
Outside of designated hunt dates this area would be open for non-hunting recreational 
opportunities. County staff will work with FWC staff to determine which seasons will be offered, 
which dates those hunts will take place, and how many permits will be issued for each season. 
FWC manages the selection of these no-cost permits and enforcement of hunting quotas. These 
hunt dates would be advertised through the WMA brochure, County website, and public access 
points to the preserve. A draft of those proposed seasons is outlined below. 

By approving this management plan, the Alachua County BOCC authorizes the intended 
establishment of a WMA, pending an Agreement between FWC and Alachua County including 
liability, indemnification, and terms. Upon the approval of this management plan, staff will work 
with FWC on the following steps: 

• Public comment survey on proposed WMA regulations – currently open for public 
comment through FWC’s website. 

• The WMA proposal, draft Rules, specific proposed hunting dates, and Alachua 
County BOCC Chair letter will be prepared for the FWC commissioners – will 
complete by mid-September, 2025. 



• FWC Commissioners take initial vote on approval of draft WMA Rules – Nov. 5 and 
6, 2025 FWC Commissioner meeting. 

• After initial approval of draft WMA Rules by FWC, the County will collaborate with 
FWC to finalize the proposed rules and select hunting dates. FWC and the County 
will then begin the negotiation process on a contractual agreement to finalize the 
establishment of the WMA. – beginning in November, 2025. 

• FWC Commissioners vote on Final WMA Rules and draft an Establishment Order for 
the designation of the new WMA – winter meeting, early 2026 (date not currently 
scheduled). 

• FWC Commissioners execute WMA Establishment Order – spring meeting, 2026 
(date not currently scheduled). 

• County staff and FWC staff work to draft WMA brochure and map – after execution 
of WMA Establishment Order, spring 2026. 

• Public applications for quota hunts begin – May 15, 2026 (for upcoming 2026-27 
hunting season). 

• WMA Rules added to Florida Administrative Code and becomes effective – July 1, 
2026. 

• WMA hunting season begins – fall 2026. 
  



Draft Regulations for Lochloosa Slough WMA 
 
These draft regulations are currently available in the form of a publicly available survey 
intended to outline the basic proposed seasons, restrictions, and area regulations for public 
comment. County staff have added additional clarification points in italics. 
 
Establish open seasons and regulations for a new Wildlife Management Area (~5,303 acres) in 
Alachua County as follows:      
 
Proposed Open Seasons:  

• Archery: 9-day season (three 3-day hunts, 10 no-cost, quota permits for each hunt, 
no exemptions).  
• Muzzleloading: 3-day season (one 3-day hunt, 10 no-cost, quota permits for each 
hunt, no exemptions).  
• Family Hunt: 2-day season (one 2-day hunt, 10 no-cost, quota permits for each 
hunt, no exemptions).  
• General Gun: 9-day season (three 3-day hunts, 10 no-cost, quota permits for each 
hunt, no exemptions).  
• Small Game Season: 12-day season (four 3-day hunts, no quota).  
• Youth turkey: 4-day hunt (5 no-cost, quota permits for each hunt, no 
exemptions).  
• Spring Turkey: 12-day season (three 4-day hunts, 5 no-cost, quota permits for 
each hunt, no exemptions)  
• Migratory Game: During seasons that coincide with other open seasons.  
• Fishing and frogging: Allowed year-round.  
• Trapping: Prohibited.  

 
Proposed Legal to Hunt:  

• Allow hunting of all legal game, wild turkey (gobblers or bearded turkeys only), 
fish, and frogs.  
• Prohibit the take of furbearers.   
• The bag limit for deer will be 1 antlered deer and 1 antlerless deer during the 
archery season and family hunt, 1 antlered deer per quota permit during the 
muzzleloading gun and general gun seasons.  
• Prohibit the harvest of antlered deer not having at least 1 antler with 3 or more 
points or a 10-inch main beam (except by persons less than 16 years of age).   
• Prohibit the harvest of antlerless deer, except during archery season and the 
family hunt.   
• Allow the take of wild turkey during spring turkey seasons only (gobbler or 
bearded turkeys only).   
• The bag limit for wild turkey will be 1 gobbler or bearded turkey per spring 
turkey quota permit during quota hunts.  
• Allow take of wild hog during small game season and all quota hunts (except 
youth and spring turkey) with no bag limits or size restrictions.  

  



  
Proposed General Area Regulations:  

• Open to public access year-round.  
• Prohibit hunting in Area 2 (located south of SE 177th St).   
• Allow access from 1.5 hours before sunrise to 1.5 hours after sunset for 
individuals participating in designated hunting seasons in designated hunting areas. 
All other public access must be in accordance with posted hours at designated access 
points.   
• Street legal vehicle access on designated roads is allowed 1.5 hours before sunrise 
until 1.5 hours after sunset only by individuals participating in the archery, 
muzzleloading, family hunt, general gun, youth spring turkey, and spring turkey hunts 
and only on hunt days and the day before each hunt. During small game season, 
vehicles are prohibited except at the designated parking areas.   
• Prohibit the use of tracked vehicles, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), swamp buggies, 
airboats, recreational off-highway vehicles (ROVs), unlicensed and unregistered 
motorcycles, and e-bikes.   
• Allow access only on foot, horseback, or bicycle, during non-hunting periods.  
• Require motor vehicles to enter and exit the area at a designated entrance.  
• No motor vehicle access shall be operated in areas designated as closed to 
vehicular traffic.  
• Prohibit hunting with dogs, with the following exceptions:   

o Bird dogs and retrievers may be used to hunt migratory birds whenever 
their respective statewide seasons overlap with area-specific seasons.   
o Bird dogs, rabbit dogs, squirrel dogs, and retrievers may be used to hunt 
small game (gray squirrel, migratory birds, quail, and rabbits) during the 
general gun and small game seasons.   

• Allow tree stands, ground blinds, and elevated shooting platforms on the area 8 
a.m. one day before each hunt and removed by the last day of every hunt.  
• Prohibit camping   
• Prohibit fires   
• Special Use Vehicle permits are allowed on this area. 

 
Additional Clarifications: 

• Archery, muzzleloading, family hunt, and general gun seasons are open for the 
harvest of deer and wild hogs only. 

• The small game season is open for the harvest of gray squirrel, rabbit, and wild 
hogs. 

• The youth and spring turkey seasons are for the harvest of turkeys only. 
• The harvest of furbearers will be prohibited on the proposed WMA. These species 

include raccoon, beaver, bobcat, otter, opossum, coyote, skunk, and nutria.  



PROPOSED WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA MAP 
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Proposed Rule Changes for the 2026-2027 Hunting Season

Survey Results for Proposed Rule Changes 

for the 2026-2027 Hunting Season

Lochloosa Slough WMA (New WMA) - North Central Region Proposals

Survey Question

Lochloosa Slough WMA– Establish open seasons and regulations for a 
new WMA (5,303 acres) in Alachua County as posted here : 

https://www.research.net/r/2026-27-FWC-Proposed-Rules 
Answered: 332 

TOTAL 332

# ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (OPTIONAL) DATE

1 Please don’t change these things! 9/3/2025 12:10 AM

2 But put in a hog dog hunt. 9/2/2025 8:40 AM

3 Cautious about the dog descriptions. Good fetching mutts and my buddy’s duck retrieving 9/1/2025 3:42 PM
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Doberman could be excluded. Let’s have Any dog who does the work get to participate. I prefer
it phrased as dogs trained to point, flush and retrieve so all the talented misfits get to hunt
regardless of pedigrees.

4 I agree with this proposal if the rules in the original Lochloosa are left the same 9/1/2025 9:25 AM

5 chk 9/1/2025 2:59 AM

6 Allow crossbows during archery season and prohibit non-hunter access during scheduled hunts 8/31/2025 11:26 PM

7 Open up for deer dog hunting I ran dogs out there my whole life before the county took our
hunting club from us would love to be able to hunt it again.

8/30/2025 7:21 AM

8 This is the number one way to reduce crowding of public lands. Hunting in some form should
be allowed on all public lands.

8/30/2025 2:00 AM

9 We would like to explore consideration for adding a 2-day MI hunt per prier conversations with
Paule Shrine, Justin Davis, and Holli Nichols to look at Lochloosa Slew and Catlett areas
instead of Camp Blanding
We support adding an MI hunt in now, if at all possible, instead of
going through changes later
New opportunities are rare, and this is a desired and needed area
to offer to especially because of the VA services close by. I have not personally been to these
two areas but small is good for a limited number of MI hunters if there are no unknown major
barriers affect these options the better of these two opportunities to expand the program
Seems like this one would be best choice to consider and would love to talk more about it
when possible

8/29/2025 5:13 PM

10 Allow dogs for more game 8/29/2025 2:29 PM

11 New WMA in the area would be awesome for N. Florida hunters. 8/29/2025 1:39 PM

12 Why would you prohibit e bikes but allow bicycles? A bicycle is a bicycle! 8/29/2025 1:13 PM

13 All hunting seasons are too short. 8/29/2025 12:48 PM

14 More opportunities! 8/29/2025 8:39 AM

15 Always good to add new areas to the WMA system that allow for hunting purposes. 8/29/2025 8:26 AM

16 Do not support dogs 8/29/2025 7:31 AM

17 Coyotes should be exempted from the furbearer prohibition, in my opinion, for the same reason
feral hogs are hunted year-round.

8/28/2025 11:12 PM

18 Add nighttime raccoon hunts during small game. 8/28/2025 9:51 PM

19 We need more places to hunt since Grove Park has went way to high. 8/28/2025 6:42 PM

20 great news thanks good job 8/28/2025 4:26 PM

21 Duck hunting should be allowed during full extent of waterfowl season 8/28/2025 4:04 PM

22 Allow E-Bikes 8/28/2025 3:21 PM

23 I support 8/28/2025 3:03 PM

24 Allow the harvest of antlerless during general gun and muzzleloader since it’s quota only. 8/28/2025 2:09 PM

25 Add exemptions 8/28/2025 2:08 PM

26 Extend the small game season to coincide with the season dates at Lochloosa. 12 days is a
very short season and no one will likely bother, especially when the weather is warm and if the
dates coincide with open Lochloosa days.

8/28/2025 1:54 PM

27 Reason no hunting in area 2. Make it primitive hunting access 8/28/2025 1:28 PM

28 Camping should NOT be prohibited on any hunting land our tax money is used. Primitive
camping is a Great way to teach youth the skills needed in the woods

8/28/2025 12:36 PM

29 Campgrounds should be implemented whenever possible. Camping near management areas
like Lochloosa is non-existent. It'd make it easier to complete a weekend hunt, for instance, if
camping was allowed and would minimize travel time to reach the area each day.

8/28/2025 12:29 PM

30 Trapping and camping should be permitted 8/28/2025 12:17 PM



Proposed Rule Changes for the 2026-2027 Hunting Season

617 / 810

31 Muzzleloading hunt availability should be on par with Archery season. The muzzleloader
season is too short for folks that do not have access to private lands. Allow 1 antlerless deer
per hunter in muzzleloader season. We hardly see any deer much less bucks once archery
hunters spook the game. Compile and release harvest data for this area as well as the
Lochloosa dog hunt area. For example, how many bucks were harvested. Doe-buck ratio
estimates. Deer population estimates.
Older hunters have natural limitations on the bow weight
they can pull, so it would be beneficial to allow them to use alternate methods like crossbows
or airbows. A good metric for this would be seniors 65 and up in addition to the ones that
already have doctor specified needs.

8/28/2025 12:11 PM

32 No taking of bears ,never unless endangering residents livestock 8/28/2025 12:07 PM

33 Support the new wma but not all the regulations for it 8/28/2025 12:03 PM

34 Yes!!! MORE DOE HARVEST AVAILABILITIES! 8/28/2025 12:01 PM

35 Increase turkey bag limit to 2 per quota, but only one per person 8/28/2025 12:00 PM

36 I am always in favor of increasing the quantity and quality of public hunting opportunities. 8/28/2025 11:58 AM

37 Again, awesome new area but damn these short hunts are garbage! 8/28/2025 11:38 AM

38 I think more open public land access is better for the common man 8/28/2025 11:16 AM



FWC SUMMARY OF BENEFITS OF WMA HUNT SYSTEM 
 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has the unique 
constitutional authority to promulgate rules that regulate hunting and fishing in Florida. This 
authority facilitates the successful operation of public hunting in the Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) system. Perhaps the most notable advantage that comes with including public lands in 
the WMA system is the opportunity to provide safe hunting experiences with high hunter 
satisfaction and sustainable game populations. This advantage is achieved with science-based 
wildlife management and as follows: 
 
Variety of hunt formats with high hunter satisfaction 

Management of hunting on WMAs by the FWC allows for area-specific hunt 
prescriptions. This is useful due to variation in area accessibility, size, habitats and game 
population characteristics. Such prescriptions ensure the most enjoyable and desirable hunting 
experiences while maintaining sustainable game populations. A wide range of hunting 
prescriptions exists, from high to low hunter density and harvest pressure. This prescription 
variety ensures a diversity of WMA hunting opportunities within each region. Regulations 
governing hunt dates, shooting hours, bag limits, method of take or hunter density can be 
prescribed as needed because FWC rules may be area-specific. 
 
Fair public hunting opportunity 

The WMA system offers hunting opportunities to all members of the public. Most areas 
offer quota hunts with permits issued by random drawing. On some areas, first-come, first-served 
permits are available, quota exemptions are allowed, or no quota permits are required. FWC staff 
accepts public comments and suggestions throughout the year on all recreational opportunities 
offered on these lands. The rule development and approval process regarding these opportunities 
is perceived as transparent and fair. 
 
Variety of support services 

The WMA system involves FWC staff members from various parts of the agency who 
work to provide safe hunting experiences with high hunter satisfaction and sustainable game 
populations. This includes staff from the Divisions of Law Enforcement, Hunting and Game 
Management, Habitat and Species Conservation, Freshwater Fisheries Management, the Fish and 
Wildlife Research Institute, and the offices of Community Relations, Licensing and Permitting, 
Planning and Policy Coordination and Recreation Services, among others. Public involvement 
takes place at Commission meetings, subject-specific public meetings and by staff at other 
venues. Staff disseminates public information directly to individuals and via WMA brochures, 
website, email, and media contacts. Each WMA is posted with boundary and entrance signs. 
The FWC has 70 years of experience managing game populations and harvest on public 
lands in Florida. Public hunting is now available on 161 areas in the WMA system, which 
includes 5.7 million acres. These public hunting areas include 130 Wildlife Management Areas, 
12 Wildlife and Environmental Areas, 16 Small Game Hunting Areas and 3 Miscellaneous 
Areas. The FWC serves as lead manager on 36 areas and cooperating landowners lead on 125 
areas. The FWC cooperates with 26 landowners and land managers from local, state and federal 
government as well as private landowners. Public hunting and associated FWC programs are 



continually assessed to ensure the WMA system continues to provide safe hunting experiences 
with high hunter satisfaction and sustainable game populations. To learn more, please visit 
www.myfwc.com/contact/staff-contacts/regional-offices for a list of regional offices where 
staff may provide further assistance. 
  



EXAMPLE AGREEMENT : BETWEEN ALACHUA COUNTY AND FWC ADDING 
THE COUNTY-OWNED WATERMELON POND-GLADMAN PROPERTY TO THE 

WATERMELON POND WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL AREA 













 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 




