Business Impact Estimate

Alachua County,
Florida

Proposed Ordinance Title:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ALACHUA COUNTY
FLORIDA AMENDING THE ALACHUA COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE 40, RELATING
TO THE REGULATION OF THE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAND IN THE
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA; INCLUDING AMENDMENTS
RELATED TO CHAPTER 401 POWERS AND DUTIES, CHAPTER 402 PUBLIC NOTICE,
CHAPTER 406 ARTICLE 2 TREES AND NATIVE VEGETAION, CHAPTER 407 ARTICLE 5 OPEN
SPACE, AND CHAPTER 410 DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR MODIFICATIONS; A REPEALING
CLAUSE; SEVERABILITY; INCLUSION IN THE CODE AND CORRECTION OF SCRIVENER'S
ERRORS; LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Business Impact Estimate is provided in accordance with section 125.66(3),
Florida Statutes. If one or more boxes are checked below, this means Alachua
County is of the opinion that a business impact estimate is not required by
state law! for the proposed ordinance and no additional information is provided
on the following pages. This Business Impact Estimate may be revised following its
initial posting. Choose applicable exemption box(s) if the proposed ordinance:

D is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation.

I:I relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt.

|:| relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including revenue sources
necessary to fund the budget.

|:| is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not limited to,
any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other financial assistance
accepted by the municipal government.

|:| is an emergency ordinance.

D relates to procurement.

I:l is enacted to implement any of the following:

a. Development orders and development permits as authorized by the Florida
Local Government Development Agreement Act in ss. 163.3220 - 163.3243.

b. Comprehensive Plan Amendments or land development regulation
amendments initiated by an application by a private party other than the County.

c. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community
development districts;

d. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code;

e. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.

! See Section 125.66(3)(c), Florida Statutes.
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1. Provide a summary of the proposed ordinance (must include a statement of the
public purpose, such as serving the public health, safety, morals and welfare):

The public purpose of this ordinance is to clarify how and which trees should be protected as well as update the
open space regulations to incorporate more trees into developments within unincorporated Alachua County. By
amending these regulations in the Unified Land Development Code, developers will have clear guidance on
which trees will be a priority for protection, and how they need to be protected earlier in the due diligence and
design phase of a development project. Furthermore, the ordinance removes the location related criteria in the
open space code which will allow development projects to utilize tree canopy preservation areas to count
toward the open space requirement. These clarifications will give developers the ability to conduct some design
before spending funds on tree surveys and County inspections. The overlap of open space and tree canopy
areas will also provide enhanced amenities for residents while providing more area available for residential
home construction.

2. Provide an estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on
private, for-profit businesses in Alachua County, if any:
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur;
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses
will be financially responsible; and
(c) An estimate of the County’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues from any
new charges or fees to cover such costs.

The proposed ordinance updates the regulations for trees and open space protection. There
is not a direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for- profit businesses in
Alachua County. The language includes reductions in the amount of mitigation that would be
required compared to the current regulations so upon adoption, there could be cost savings.
The language also provides opportunities for the County to inspect sites without up front costs
of tree survey work being done which can reduce costs during due diligence and early site
design. The proposed ordinance does not add any new charges, fees or regulatory costs.
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3. Provide a good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be
impacted by the proposed ordinance:

The number of development related businesses involved in the unincorporated area of
Alachua County relating to development is difficult to quantify whether related to consultants
for site design, contractors for construction, or landscape professionals completing the
installation of trees. The impacts could be neutral depending on the nature of development or
the choices of each proposal from the affected property owners.

4. Any additional information the governing body deems useful:
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	Summary of Ordinance: 
The public purpose of this ordinance is to clarify how and which trees should be protected as well as update the open space regulations to incorporate more trees into developments within unincorporated Alachua County. By amending these regulations in the Unified Land Development Code, developers will have clear guidance on which trees will be a priority for protection, and how they need to be protected earlier in the due diligence and design phase of a development project. Furthermore, the ordinance removes the location related criteria in the open space code which will allow development projects to utilize tree canopy preservation areas to count toward the open space requirement. These clarifications will give developers the ability to conduct some design before spending funds on tree surveys and County inspections. The overlap of open space and tree canopy areas will also provide enhanced amenities for residents while providing more area available for residential home construction. 




	Estimate of direct cost: 

The proposed ordinance updates the regulations for trees and open space protection. There is not a direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for- profit businesses in Alachua County. The language includes reductions in the amount of mitigation that would be required compared to the current regulations so upon adoption, there could be cost savings.  The language also provides opportunities for the County to inspect sites without up front costs of tree survey work being done which can reduce costs during due diligence and early site design. The proposed ordinance does not add any new charges, fees or regulatory costs.

	good faith estimate: 
The number of development related businesses involved in the unincorporated  area of Alachua County relating to development is difficult to quantify whether related to consultants for site design, contractors for construction, or landscape professionals completing the installation of trees.  The impacts could be neutral depending on the nature of development or the choices of each proposal from the affected property owners.  
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