
316.194 Stopping, standing or parking outside of municipalities.— 

(1) Upon any highway outside of a municipality, no person shall stop, park, or leave standing any 
vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the paved or main-traveled part of the highway 
when it is practicable to stop, park, or so leave the vehicle off such part of the highway; but in every 
event an unobstructed width of the highway opposite a standing vehicle shall be left for the free 
passage of other vehicles, and a clear view of the stopped vehicle shall be available from a distance 
of 200 feet in each direction upon the highway. 

(2) This section shall not apply to the driver or owner of any vehicle which is disabled while on the 
paved or main-traveled portion of a highway in such manner and to such extent that it is impossible 
to avoid stopping and temporarily leaving the disabled vehicle in such position, or to passenger-
carrying buses temporarily parked while loading or discharging passengers, where highway 
conditions render such parking off the paved portion of the highway hazardous or impractical. 

(3)(a) Whenever any police officer or traffic accident investigation officer finds a vehicle standing 
upon a highway in violation of any of the foregoing provisions of this section, the officer is 
authorized to move the vehicle, or require the driver or other persons in charge of the vehicle to 
move the vehicle, to a position off the paved or main-traveled part of the highway. 

(b) Officers and traffic accident investigation officers may provide for the removal of any 
abandoned vehicle to the nearest garage or other place of safety, cost of such removal to be a lien 
against motor vehicle, when an abandoned vehicle is found unattended upon a bridge or causeway 
or in any tunnel, or on any public highway in the following instances: 

1. Where such vehicle constitutes an obstruction of traffic; 

2. Where such vehicle has been parked or stored on the public right-of-way for a period exceeding 
48 hours, in other than designated parking areas, and is within 30 feet of the pavement edge; and 

3. Where an operative vehicle has been parked or stored on the public right-of-way for a period 
exceeding 10 days, in other than designated parking areas, and is more than 30 feet from the 
pavement edge. However, the agency removing such vehicle shall be required to report same to the 
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles within 24 hours of such removal. 

(c) Any vehicle moved under the provisions of this chapter which is a stolen vehicle shall not be 
subject to the provisions hereof unless the moving authority has reported to the Florida Highway 
Patrol the taking into possession of the vehicle within 24 hours of the moving of the vehicle. 

(4) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation 
as provided in chapter 318. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 71-135; s. 1, ch. 71-352; s. 1, ch. 76-31; s. 142, ch. 99-248; s. 35, ch. 2005-164. 

Note.—Former s. 316.124. 

316.1945 Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited in specified places.— 

(1) Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or the 
directions of a police officer or official traffic control device, no person shall: 



(a) Stop, stand, or park a vehicle: 

1. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street. 

2. On a sidewalk. 

3. Within an intersection. 

4. On a crosswalk. 

5. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 30 feet of points on the curb 
immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless the Department of Transportation indicates 
a different length by signs or markings. 

6. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, standing, or parking 
would obstruct traffic. 

7. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a highway tunnel. 

8. On any railroad tracks. 

9. On a bicycle path. 

10. At any place where official traffic control devices prohibit stopping. 

11. On the roadway or shoulder of a limited access facility, except as provided by regulation of the 
Department of Transportation, or on the paved portion of a connecting ramp; except that a vehicle 
which is disabled or in a condition improper to be driven as a result of mechanical failure or crash 
may be parked on such shoulder for a period not to exceed 6 hours. This provision is not applicable 
to a person stopping a vehicle to render aid to an injured person or assistance to a disabled vehicle 
in obedience to the directions of a law enforcement officer or to a person stopping a vehicle in 
compliance with applicable traffic laws. 

12. For the purpose of loading or unloading a passenger on the paved roadway or shoulder of a 
limited access facility or on the paved portion of any connecting ramp. This provision is not 
applicable to a person stopping a vehicle to render aid to an injured person or assistance to a 
disabled vehicle. 

(b) Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers: 

1. In front of a public or private driveway. 

2. Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant. 

3. Within 20 feet of a crosswalk at an intersection. 

4. Within 30 feet upon the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign, or traffic control signal 
located at the side of a roadway. 

5. Within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite 
the entrance to any fire station within 75 feet of such entrance (when property signposted). 



6. On an exclusive bicycle lane. 

7. At any place where official traffic control devices prohibit standing. 

(c) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except temporarily for the purpose of, and while 
actually engaged in, loading or unloading merchandise or passengers: 

1. Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing unless the Department of Transportation 
establishes a different distance due to unusual circumstances. 

2. At any place where official signs prohibit parking. 

(2) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under his or her control into any such prohibited 
area or away from a curb such a distance as is unlawful. 

(3) A law enforcement officer or parking enforcement specialist who discovers a vehicle parked in 
violation of this section or a municipal or county ordinance may: 

(a) Issue a ticket form as may be used by a political subdivision or municipality to the driver; or 

(b) If the vehicle is unattended, attach such ticket to the vehicle in a conspicuous place, except 
that the uniform traffic citation prepared by the department pursuant to s. 316.650 may not be 
issued by being attached to an unattended vehicle. 

The uniform traffic citation prepared by the department pursuant to s. 316.650 may not be issued 
for violation of a municipal or county parking ordinance. 

(4) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving 
violation as provided in chapter 318. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 71-135; s. 1, ch. 76-31; s. 2, ch. 78-52; s. 1, ch. 79-403; s. 2, ch. 80-316; s. 5, ch. 83-68; s. 5, ch. 84-309; 
s. 1, ch. 85-81; s. 2, ch. 88-91; s. 317, ch. 95-148; s. 143, ch. 99-248. 

Note.—Former s. 316.160. 

316.195 Additional parking regulations.— 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, every vehicle stopped or parked upon a two-way 
roadway shall be so stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels parallel to and within 12 inches 
of the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. 

(2) Except when otherwise provided by local ordinance, every vehicle stopped or parked upon a 
one-way roadway shall be so stopped or parked parallel to the curb or edge of the roadway, in the 
direction of authorized traffic movement, with its right-hand wheels within 12 inches of the right-
hand curb or edge of the roadway, or its left wheels within 12 inches of the left-hand curb or edge of 
the roadway. 

(3) Local authorities may, by ordinance, permit angle parking on any roadway, except that angle 
parking shall not be permitted on any state road unless the Department of Transportation has 
determined by resolution or order entered in its minutes that the roadway is of sufficient width to 
permit angle parking without interfering with the free movement of traffic. 



(4) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving 
violation as provided in chapter 318. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 71-135; s. 1, ch. 76-31; s. 144, ch. 99-248. 

Note.—Former s. 316.161. 

316.1951 Parking for certain purposes prohibited; sale of motor vehicles; prohibited acts.— 

(1) It is unlawful for any person to park a motor vehicle, as defined in s. 320.01, upon a public 
street or highway, a public parking lot, or other public property, or upon private property where the 
public has the right to travel by motor vehicle, for the principal purpose and intent of displaying the 
motor vehicle thereon for sale, hire, or rental unless the sale, hire, or rental of the motor vehicle is 
specifically authorized on such property by municipal or county regulation and the person is in 
compliance with all municipal or county licensing regulations. 

(2) The provisions of subsection (1) do not prohibit a person from parking his or her own motor 
vehicle or his or her other personal property on any private real property which the person owns or 
leases or on private real property which the person does not own or lease, but for which he or she 
obtains the permission of the owner, or on the public street immediately adjacent thereto, for the 
principal purpose and intent of sale, hire, or rental. 

(3) Subsection (1) does not prohibit a licensed motor vehicle dealer from displaying for sale or 
offering for sale motor vehicles at locations other than the dealer’s licensed location if the dealer 
has been issued a supplemental license for off-premises sales, as provided in s. 320.27(5), and has 
complied with the requirements in subsection (1). A vehicle displayed for sale by a licensed dealer 
at any location other than the dealer’s licensed location is subject to immediate removal without 
warning. 

(4) A local government may adopt an ordinance to allow the towing of a motor vehicle parked in 
violation of this section. A law enforcement officer, compliance officer, code enforcement officer 
from any local government agency, or supervisor of the department may issue a citation and cause 
to be immediately removed at the owner’s expense any motor vehicle found in violation of 
subsection (1), except as provided in subsections (2) and (3), or in violation of subsection (5), 
subsection (6), subsection (7), or subsection (8), and the owner shall be assessed a penalty as 
provided in s. 318.18(22) by the government agency or authority that orders immediate removal of 
the motor vehicle. A motor vehicle removed under this section shall not be released from an 
impound or towing and storage facility before a release form prescribed by the department has 
been completed verifying that the fine has been paid to the government agency or authority that 
ordered immediate removal of the motor vehicle. However, the owner may pay towing and storage 
charges to the towing and storage facility pursuant to s. 713.78 before payment of the fine or before 
the release form has been completed. 

(5) It is unlawful to offer a vehicle for sale if the vehicle identification number has been destroyed, 
removed, covered, altered, or defaced, as described in s. 319.33(1)(d). A vehicle found in violation 
of this subsection is subject to immediate removal without warning. 



(6) It is unlawful to knowingly attach to any motor vehicle a registration that was not assigned or 
lawfully transferred to the vehicle pursuant to s. 320.261. A vehicle found in violation of this 
subsection is subject to immediate removal without warning. 

(7) It is unlawful to display or offer for sale a vehicle that does not have a valid registration as 
provided in s. 320.02. A vehicle found in violation of this subsection is subject to immediate 
removal without warning. This subsection does not apply to vehicles and recreational vehicles 
being offered for sale through motor vehicle auctions as defined in s. 320.27(1)(c)4. 

(8) A vehicle is subject to immediate removal without warning if it bears a telephone number that 
has been displayed on three or more vehicles offered for sale within a 12-month period. 

(9) Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, a violation of subsection (1), 
subsection (5), subsection (6), subsection (7), or subsection (8) shall subject the owner of such 
motor vehicle to towing fees reasonably necessitated by removal and storage of the motor vehicle 
and a fine as required by s. 318.18. 

(10) This section does not prohibit the governing body of a municipality or county, with respect to 
streets, highways, or other property under its jurisdiction, from regulating the parking of motor 
vehicles for any purpose. 

(11) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving 
violation as provided in chapter 318, unless otherwise mandated by general law. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 88-93; s. 19, ch. 94-306; s. 897, ch. 95-148; s. 64, ch. 95-333; s. 145, ch. 99-248; ss. 44, 45, ch. 2000-
171; s. 1, ch. 2001-196; s. 63, ch. 2007-196; s. 3, ch. 2010-198; s. 23, ch. 2024-57. 

316.1955 Enforcement of parking requirements for persons who have disabilities.— 

(1) It is unlawful for any person to stop, stand, or park a vehicle within, or to obstruct, any such 
specially designated and marked parking space provided in accordance with s. 553.5041, unless 
the vehicle displays a disabled parking permit issued under s. 316.1958 or s. 320.0848 or a license 
plate issued under s. 320.084, s. 320.0842, s. 320.0843, or s. 320.0845, and the vehicle is 
transporting the person to whom the displayed permit is issued. The violation may not be dismissed 
for failure of the marking on the parking space to comply with s. 553.5041 if the space is in general 
compliance and is clearly distinguishable as a designated accessible parking space for people who 
have disabilities. Only a warning may be issued for unlawfully parking in a space designated for 
persons with disabilities if there is no above-grade sign as provided in s. 553.5041. 

(a) Whenever a law enforcement officer, a parking enforcement specialist, or the owner or lessee 
of the space finds a vehicle in violation of this subsection, that officer, owner, or lessor shall have 
the vehicle in violation removed to any lawful parking space or facility or require the operator or 
other person in charge of the vehicle immediately to remove the unauthorized vehicle from the 
parking space. Whenever any vehicle is removed under this section to a storage lot, garage, or other 
safe parking space, the cost of the removal and parking constitutes a lien against the vehicle. 

(b) The officer or specialist shall charge the operator or other person in charge of the vehicle in 
violation with a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as provided in s. 316.008(4) or s. 



318.18(6). The owner of a leased vehicle is not responsible for a violation of this section if the 
vehicle is registered in the name of the lessee. 

(c) All convictions for violations of this section must be reported to the Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles by the clerk of the court. 

(d) A law enforcement officer or a parking enforcement specialist has the right to demand to be 
shown the person’s disabled parking permit and driver license or state identification card when 
investigating the possibility of a violation of this section. If such a request is refused, the person in 
charge of the vehicle may be charged with resisting an officer without violence, as provided in s. 
843.02. 

(2) It is unlawful for any person to obstruct the path of travel to an accessible parking space, curb 
cut, or access aisle by standing or parking a vehicle within any such designated area. The violator is 
subject to the same penalties as are imposed for illegally parking in a space that is designated as 
an accessible parking space for persons who have disabilities. 

(3) Any person who is chauffeuring a person who has a disability is allowed, without need for a 
disabled parking permit or a special license plate, to stand temporarily in any such parking space, 
for the purpose of loading or unloading the person who has a disability. A penalty may not be 
imposed upon the driver for such temporary standing. 

(4)(a) A vehicle that is transporting a person who has a disability and that has been granted a 
permit under s. 320.0848(1)(a) may be parked for a maximum of 30 minutes in any parking space 
reserved for persons who have disabilities. 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), a theme park or an entertainment complex as defined in s. 
509.013(9) which provides parking in designated areas for persons who have disabilities may allow 
any vehicle that is transporting a person who has a disability to remain parked in a space reserved 
for persons who have disabilities throughout the period the theme park is open to the public for that 
day. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 75-105; s. 1, ch. 76-31; s. 2, ch. 77-83; s. 1, ch. 77-444; ss. 1, 8, ch. 79-82; s. 123, ch. 79-400; s. 1, ch. 
80-196; s. 2, ch. 84-234; s. 2, ch. 85-227; s. 1, ch. 87-225; s. 22, ch. 90-330; s. 80, ch. 91-221; s. 3, ch. 93-183; s. 2, ch. 96-
200; s. 25, ch. 96-350; s. 8, ch. 97-76; s. 1, ch. 98-202; s. 89, ch. 99-13; s. 146, ch. 99-248; s. 16, ch. 2000-141; s. 10, ch. 
2006-290. 

Note.—Former s. 316.165. 

316.1957 Parking violations; designated parking spaces for persons who have disabilities.—
When evidence is presented in any court of the fact that any motor vehicle was parked in a properly 
designated parking space for persons who have disabilities in violation of s. 316.1955, it is prima 
facie evidence that the vehicle was parked and left in the space by the person, firm, or corporation 
in whose name the vehicle is registered and licensed according to the records of the department. 

History.—s. 4, ch. 85-227; s. 26, ch. 90-330; s. 3, ch. 96-200; s. 8, ch. 2011-66. 

316.1958 Out-of-state vehicles bearing identification of issuance to persons who have 
disabilities.—Motor vehicles displaying a special license plate or parking permit issued to a person 
who has a disability by any other state or district subject to the laws of the United States or by a 



foreign country that issues disabled parking permits that display the international symbol of 
accessibility are recognized as displaying a valid license plate or permit, that allows such a vehicle 
special parking privileges under s. 316.1955, if the other state or district grants reciprocal 
recognition for residents of this state who have disabilities. However, when an individual is required 
by law to have a Florida driver license or a Florida vehicle registration, a special motor vehicle 
license plate or parking permit issued by another state, district, or country to persons who have 
disabilities is not valid and the individual whose vehicle displays such an invalid plate or permit is 
subject to the same penalty as an individual whose vehicle does not display a valid plate or permit. 
A law enforcement officer or parking enforcement specialist may not ticket a vehicle for a violation 
of s. 316.1955 without first determining whether the vehicle is transporting a resident of another 
state who is the owner of the out-of-state placard. 

History.—s. 5, ch. 85-227; s. 26, ch. 90-330; s. 4, ch. 96-200; s. 2, ch. 98-202; s. 2, ch. 99-248. 

316.1959 Handicapped parking enforcement.—The provisions of handicapped parking shall be 
enforced by state, county, and municipal authorities in their respective jurisdictions whether on 
public or private property in the same manner as is used to enforce other parking laws and 
ordinances by said agencies. 

History.—s. 6, ch. 85-227. 

316.1964 Exemption of vehicles transporting certain persons who have disabilities from 
payment of parking fees and penalties.— 

(1) A state agency, county, municipality, or any agency thereof, may not exact any fee for parking 
on the public streets or highways or in any metered parking space from the driver of a vehicle that 
displays: 

(a) A disabled parking permit or a license plate issued under s. 316.1958 or s. 320.0848; or 

(b) A license plate issued under s. 320.084, s. 320.0842, s. 320.0843, or s. 320.0845. 

Such exemptions apply only if the vehicle is transporting the person who has a disability and to 
whom the disabled parking permit or license plate was issued. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle that is parked as provided in subsection (1) may not be penalized for 
parking, except in clearly defined bus loading zones, fire zones, or access aisles adjacent to the 
parking spaces for persons who have disabilities, or in areas posted as “No Parking” zones or as 
emergency vehicle zones, or for parking in excess of the posted time limits. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), when a state, county, or municipal parking facility or lot is 
being used in connection with an event at a convention center, cruise-port terminal, sports 
stadium, sports arena, coliseum, or auditorium, the parking facility may charge a person whose 
vehicle displays such a parking permit a parking fee in the same manner and amount as it charges 
other persons. 

(4) A parking facility that restricts the number of consecutive days that a vehicle may be parked 
may impose that same restriction on a vehicle that displays a disabled parking permit issued to a 
person who has a disability. 



(5) Notwithstanding subsection (1), when an on-street parking meter restricts the duration of time 
that a vehicle may be parked, a vehicle properly displaying a disabled parking permit is allowed a 
maximum of 4 hours at no charge; however, local governments may extend such time by local 
ordinance. 

(6) A parking facility that leases a parking space for a duration that exceeds 1 week is not required 
to reduce the fee for a lessee who is disabled. 

(7) An airport that owns, operates, or leases parking facilities, or any other parking facilities that 
are used for the purpose of air travel, may charge for parking vehicles that display a disabled 
parking permit or license tag issued under s. 316.1958, s. 320.0843, or s. 320.0848. However, the 
governing body of each publicly owned or publicly operated airport must grant free parking to a 
vehicle: 

(a) Displaying a license plate for disabled veterans issued under s. 320.084, s. 320.0842, or s. 
320.0845; 

(b) With specialized equipment, such as ramps, lifts, or foot or hand controls, for use by a person 
who has a disability; or 

(c) Displaying the Florida Toll Exemption permit. 

(8) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a county, municipality, or any agency thereof may charge for 
parking in a facility or lot that provides timed parking spaces any vehicle that displays a disabled 
parking permit, except for a vehicle: 

(a) With specialized equipment, such as ramps, lifts, or foot or hand controls, for use by a person 
who has a disability; 

(b) Displaying a license plate for disabled veterans issued under s. 320.084, s. 320.0842, or s. 
320.0845; or 

(c) Displaying the Florida Toll Exemption permit. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 71-135; s. 1, ch. 76-31; s. 1, ch. 77-83; s. 3, ch. 79-82; s. 23, ch. 90-330; s. 5, ch. 96-200; s. 3, ch. 98-
202; s. 1, ch. 2015-114; s. 1, ch. 2016-39. 

Note.—Former s. 316.163. 

316.1965 Parking near rural mailbox during certain hours; penalties.—Whoever parks any 
vehicle within 30 feet of any rural mailbox upon any state highway in this state between 8 a.m. and 6 
p.m. shall be cited for a nonmoving violation, punishable as provided in chapter 318. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 71-135; s. 6, ch. 74-377; ss. 1, 17, ch. 76-31; s. 27, ch. 96-350. 

Note.—Former s. 316.164. 

316.1967 Liability for payment of parking ticket violations and other parking violations.— 

(1) The owner of a vehicle is responsible and liable for payment of any parking ticket violation 
unless the owner can furnish evidence, when required by this subsection, that the vehicle was, at 
the time of the parking violation, in the care, custody, or control of another person. In such 



instances, the owner of the vehicle is required, within a reasonable time after notification of the 
parking violation, to furnish to the appropriate law enforcement authorities an affidavit setting forth 
the name, address, and driver license number of the person who leased, rented, or otherwise had 
the care, custody, or control of the vehicle. The affidavit submitted under this subsection is 
admissible in a proceeding charging a parking ticket violation and raises the rebuttable 
presumption that the person identified in the affidavit is responsible for payment of the parking 
ticket violation. The owner of a vehicle is not responsible for a parking ticket violation if the vehicle 
involved was, at the time, stolen or in the care, custody, or control of some person who did not have 
permission of the owner to use the vehicle. The owner of a leased vehicle is not responsible for a 
parking ticket violation and is not required to submit an affidavit or the other evidence specified in 
this section, if the vehicle is registered in the name of the person who leased the vehicle. 

(2) Any person who is issued a county or municipal parking ticket by a parking enforcement 
specialist or officer is deemed to be charged with a noncriminal violation and shall comply with the 
directions on the ticket. If payment is not received or a response to the ticket is not made within the 
time period specified thereon, the county court or its traffic violations bureau shall notify the 
registered owner of the vehicle that was cited, or the registered lessee when the cited vehicle is 
registered in the name of the person who leased the vehicle, by mail to the address given on the 
motor vehicle registration, of the ticket. Mailing the notice to this address constitutes notification. 
Upon notification, the registered owner or registered lessee shall comply with the court’s directive. 

(3) Any person who fails to satisfy the court’s directive waives his or her right to pay the applicable 
civil penalty. 

(4) Any person who elects to appear before a designated official to present evidence waives his or 
her right to pay the civil penalty provisions of the ticket. The official, after a hearing, shall make a 
determination as to whether a parking violation has been committed and may impose a civil 
penalty not to exceed $100 or the fine amount designated by county ordinance, plus court costs. 
Any person who fails to pay the civil penalty within the time allowed by the court is deemed to have 
been convicted of a parking ticket violation, and the court shall take appropriate measures to 
enforce collection of the fine. 

(5) Any provision of subsections (2), (3), and (4) to the contrary notwithstanding, chapter 318 does 
not apply to violations of county parking ordinances and municipal parking ordinances. 

(6) Any county or municipality may provide by ordinance that the clerk of the court or the traffic 
violations bureau shall supply the department with a magnetically encoded computer tape reel or 
cartridge or send by other electronic means data which is machine readable by the installed 
computer system at the department, listing persons who have three or more outstanding parking 
violations, including violations of s. 316.1955. Each county shall provide by ordinance that the clerk 
of the court or the traffic violations bureau shall supply the department with a magnetically 
encoded computer tape reel or cartridge or send by other electronic means data that is machine 
readable by the installed computer system at the department, listing persons who have any 
outstanding violations of s. 316.1955 or any similar local ordinance that regulates parking in spaces 
designated for use by persons who have disabilities. The department shall mark the appropriate 
registration records of persons who are so reported. Section 320.03(8) applies to each person 
whose name appears on the list. 



History.—s. 1, ch. 77-456; s. 2, ch. 79-403; s. 3, ch. 80-316; s. 2, ch. 85-325; s. 1, ch. 88-246; s. 1, ch. 89-196; s. 1, ch. 90-
48; s. 20, ch. 90-330; s. 1, ch. 91-180; s. 20, ch. 94-306; s. 898, ch. 95-148; s. 6, ch. 96-200; s. 2, ch. 2001-196; s. 36, ch. 
2005-164. 

 


