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ALACHUA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
ORDINANCE 2024-__ 

(Unified Land Development Code Amendment) 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
ALACHUA COUNTY FLORIDA AMENDING THE ALACHUA COUNTY 
CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE 40, RELATING TO THE REGULATION 
OF THE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAND IN THE 
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
INCLUDING AMENDMENTS RELATED TO LANDSCAPING 
REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN CHAPTER 407 
ARTICLE IV LANDSCAPING, ARTICLE VII TRADITIONAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD AND TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENTS, 
ARTICLE IX STORMWATER MANAGEMENT; AND CHAPTER 410 
ARTICLE III DEFINED TERMS; PROVIDING FOR MODIFICATIONS; A 
REPEALING CLAUSE; SEVERABILITY; INCLUSION IN THE CODE AND 
CORRECTION OF SCRIVENER'S ERRORS; LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County, Florida, is 

authorized, empowered, and directed to adopt land development regulations to implement the 

Comprehensive Plan and to guide and regulate the growth and development of the County in 

accordance with the Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development 

Regulation Act (Section 163.3161 et seq.,) Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County adopted its 2019- 

2040 Comprehensive Plan, which became effective on December 13, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County adopted its Unified 

Land Development Code, which became effective on January 30, 2006; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County, Florida, wishes to 

make amendments to the Alachua County Code of Ordinances Part III, Unified Land 

Development Code, relating to development of land in Alachua County; and 
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WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners, acting as the Land Development 

Regulation Commission, has determined that the land development regulations that are the 

subject of this ordinance are consistent with the Alachua County Comprehensive Plan; and, 

WHEREAS, a duly noticed public hearing was conducted on such proposed amendment 

on October 8, 2024 by the Board of County Commissioners, held after 11:30 a.m.; and, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. Legislative Findings of Fact. The Board of County Commissioners of 
 

Alachua County, Florida, finds and declares that all the statements set forth in the preamble of 

this ordinance are true and correct. 

Section 2. Unified Land Development Code. The Unified Land Development Code of 
 

the Alachua County Code of Ordinances Part III is hereby amended as shown in Exhibit A and 

attached hereto. 

Section 3. Modification. It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners that the 
 

provisions of this ordinance may be modified as a result of considerations that may arise during 

public hearings. Such modifications shall be incorporated into the final version of the ordinance 

adopted by the Board and filed by the Clerk to the Board. 

Section 4. Repealing Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith 
 

are, to the extent of the conflict, hereby repealed. 

Section 5. Inclusion in the Code, Scrivener's Error. It is the intention of the Board of 
 

County Commissioners of Alachua County, Florida, and it is hereby provided that, at such time 

as the Development Regulations of Alachua County are codified, the provisions of this ordinance 

shall become and be made part of the Unified Land Development Code of Alachua County, 

Florida; that the sections of this ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such 
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intention, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," or other appropriate 

designation. The correction of typographical errors that do not affect the intent of the ordinance 

may be authorized by the County Manager or designee, without public hearing, by filing a 

corrected or re-codified copy of the same with the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 

Section 6. Ordinance to be Liberally Construed. This ordinance shall be liberally 
 

construed in order to effectively carry out the purposes hereof which are deemed not to adversely 

affect public health, safety, or welfare. 

Section 7. Severability. If any section, phrase, sentence or portion of this ordinance is 
 

for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 

portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall 

not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

Section 8. Effective Date. A certified copy of this ordinance shall be filed with the 
 

Department of State by the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners within ten (10) days 

after enactment by the Board of County Commissioners, and shall take effect upon filing with 

the Department of State.
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DULY ADOPTED in regular session, this 8th day of OCTOBER, A.D., 2024. 
 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 

By:  
 

Mary Alford, Chair 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

 
 

 

J.K. “Jess” Irby, Esq. Clerk  APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 

 
 
 
 

                    Alachua County Attorney 
(SEAL) 

 
 

DEPARTMENT APPROVAL AS TO CORRECTNESS 

 
 
 
 

 
Department of Growth Management 

Authorized Designee 
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EXHIBIT A 
Unified Land Development Code Revision Language 

CODE: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions 

PART III - UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
TITLE 40 - LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

CHAPTER 407. - GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

ARTICLE IV. LANDSCAPING 
Sec. 407.40. Applicability. 

(a) The standards established in this Article are the minimum requirements for the design, plant 
selection, installation, and maintenance of landscape elements and site improvements and shall 
apply to all new development, except for family homestead subdivisions approved in accordance with 
Section 407.75. Except as specifically exempted in Chapter 407 Article VII, TNDs or TODs shall comply 
with the provisions of this Article.  

(b) The requirements of this Article shall also apply to the redevelopment, reconfiguration, expansion or 
change of use of a previously developed site, unless any of the following exemptions apply:  

(1) The existing developed impervious area to be retained is five thousand (5,000) square feet or 
less, and the proposed expansion of impervious surface is five hundred (500) square feet or less.  

(2) The existing developed impervious area is to be retained greater than five thousand (5,000) 
square feet, and the proposed expansion of impervious surface is less than two thousand 
(2,000) square feet, and also less than ten (10) percent of the existing impervious area on the 
parcel or lot.  

(1) Development, redevelopment, reconfiguration, or expansion of paved vehicular use area of less 
than two thousand (2,000) square feet is exempt from the requirements of Section 407.43.2(d) 
Paved vehicular use areas.  

(2)    The following are exempt from the requirements of Section 407.43.2(a) Site tree canopy: 

a. Subdivisions with no more than 9 lots in the rural agricultural area as provided in Sec. 
407.76. 

b. Family homestead subdivisions. 

c. Solar facilities as defined in Chapter 410. 

d. Personal wireless service facilities. 

e. Developments established prior to 2006 that maintain the existing use and either: 

1. Redevelop, reconfigure, or expand less than five thousand (5,000) square feet of 
impervious area. 

2. Redevelop or reconfigure a site less than one (1) acre. 

(34) If at any time during a five-year period, expansions exceed the aggregate of the allowable 
exemptions listed above, the permit for construction that exceeds the exempted amount shall 
require full compliance with this Article.  

(c) Prior to the installation of any landscaping within public rights-of-way, a right-of-way use permit shall 
be obtained through the Alachua County Public Works Department.  
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(d) In the event that a principal use and some or all of the parking area (required or otherwise) serving 
the principal use are located on separate parcels, as permitted by this ULDC, landscape required by 
this Article may be apportioned among all parcels in complementary use as depicted on the 
landscape or planting plan and approved by the DRC. Sec. 407.41. Landscape and planting plan 
objectives. 

Sec. 407.41. Landscape and planting plan objectives. 

Landscape and planting plans shall be designed to achieve provide green infrastructure that contributes to 
a healthy, safe, resilient, livable community through the following objectives: 

(a) Continuity of on-site and off-site Open Space and greenway systems. 

(b) Preservation of the natural environment to the greatest extent possible. 

(c) Use of native plant material to the extent feasible in conjunction with appropriate soils and 
moisture regimes. 

(d) Integrate the landscape and stormwater management areas of the proposed development with 
existing topography, hydrology, and soils. 

(e) Integrate the functional systems, particularly the drainage systems and internal circulation 
systems, with the landscape or planting plan. 

(f) Promote water conservation through xeriscaping. 

(g) Promote a reduction in stormwater pollution, temperature, and rate of flow from developed 
areas. 

(h) Promote local food systems through use of edible landscape materials where appropriate. 

(i) Design stormwater management facilities to resemble natural areas in form and function 
resulting in a facility that is not required to be fenced. 

(j) Limit stormwater management facilities to the maximum extent practicable through the 
reduction of impervious surfaces. 

(k) Minimize the impact of utility service installations on mature trees. 

(l) Address visual privacy, acoustical privacy, noise attenuation, and the maintenance of important 
view sheds relative to adjacent developed properties. 

(m) Ensure reduction of noise, heat, glare, water runoff, and other conditions concomitant with the 
construction of expanses of building or pavement within the parcel. 

(n) Demonstrate that within twenty (20) years thirty (30) percent of the site will be under mature 
canopy. Rural/Ag subdivisions with unpaved roads and family homestead subdivisions are 
exempt from this provision. 

(o) Deciduous tree canopy should be concentrated along the southern and western exposures of 
buildings so as to enhance shading and energy conservation. 

(a) Enhance natural areas and diverse native plant communities. 

(b) Conserve and protect water resources through resilient landscaping that requires little to no 
supplemental irrigation or additional inputs (fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides) once established. 

(c) Contribute to urban forest tree canopy that mitigates the urban heat island effect. 

(d) Reduce stormwater pollution, temperature, and rate of flow from developed areas, and 
disconnect impervious surfaces to mimic natural site hydrology through low impact design/green 
stormwater infrastructure. 
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(e) Calm traffic and increase the comfort and safety of walking and biking as alternative forms of 
transportation. 

(f) Facilitate continuity of on-site and off-site open space and greenway systems. 

(g) Promote local food systems through the use of edible landscaping.   

(h) Protect visual and acoustical privacy, and attenuate noise and glare. 

Sec. 407.42. Types of plans. Application requirements. 

(a) Types of plans. All development that requires development plan approval requires submittal and 
approval of one of the following:  

(1) Landscape plan. For all uses requiring the installation of more than two thousand (2,000) or more 
square feet of new planted areas or eight (8) or more trees, a landscape plan shall be submitted 
and prepared by a state registered landscape architect. Irrigation plans for any permanent 
irrigation shall be included in all landscape plans in accordance with the requirements of Section 
407.46. 

(2) Planting plan. For all uses requiring the installation of less than two thousand (2,000) square feet 
of new planted areas or eight (8) trees, a planting plan may be submitted by either a landscape 
designer or a state registered landscape architect.  Irrigation plans for any permanent irrigation 
shall be included in all planting plans in accordance with the requirements of Section 407.46.   

(b) Minimum submittal criteria.  

(1) All landscape and planting plans shall be drawn to scale, have a north arrow, and accurately depict 
all buildings, pavement, on-site facilities, utilities, and lighting systems. The landscape or planting 
plan or accompanying development plan shall identify the permitted use of adjacent parcels and 
provide the total square footage of all pavement and permeable area on-site as defined in Section 
77.03, Water Quality Code.  

(2) Stormwater basins shall be identified as either wet or dry.  

(3) A plant schedule shall be provided showing the botanical name, size, spacing and number of all 
required plant materials.  

(4) Landscape notes and details shall be provided consistent with the requirements of Section 
407.45 Installation, Subsection 407.44(d)(5) Lethal Bronzing Disease in palms, and Subsection 
407.46(a) Establishment irrigation plans. 

(5) Tabular calculations shall be provided demonstrating quantity-based requirements including: 

a. Buffer materials per Section 407.43.1 Required buffers. 

b. Site tree canopy coverage per Subsection 407.43.2(a) Site tree canopy. 

c. Paved vehicular area landscape islands with canopy trees per Subsection 407.43.2(d) Paved 
vehicular use areas. 

d. Basin trees and landscaping per Subsection 407.43.2(e) Stormwater management facilities.  

e. Species diversity per Subsection 407.44(a) Diversity. 

f. Native species composition per Subsection 407.44(b) Native species. 

(6) Architectural symbols depicting trees to be installed shall show the estimated canopy crown 
diameter in 20 years as identified in Table 407.50.1. 

(7) Sight triangles shall be provided for each quadrant of each intersection approach controlled by 
stop signs, unless the intersection is all-way stop-controlled, demonstrating that street trees and 
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landscaping comply with the FDOT Manual of Uniform Minimum Standards for Design, 
Construction and Maintenance for Streets and Highways (commonly known as the Florida 
Greenbook). 

Sec. 407.43.4 Xeriscape requirements. Landscaping design principles. 

(a) Resilient landscaping.  Xeriscaping Resilient landscaping is a type of quality landscaping that does not 
require the ongoing application of chemical inputs and permanent supplemental irrigation, conserves 
water and protects the environment and, is adaptable to local conditions, and which are is drought 
tolerant. Xeriscape Resilient landscaping techniques maximize the conservation of minimize water use 
with site appropriate plants, an efficient temporary watering system, proper planning and design, soil 
analysis, practical use of turf, the use of mulches (which may include the use of solid waste compost) 
the use of soil amendments, the protection of native soils and vegetation, and proper maintenance. 
The following water efficient principles shall be applied to the landscape or planting plan: 

(a) All plantings shall be grouped in zones according to water requirements and shall be irrigated in 
zones separating high water use areas from drought tolerant zones. The zones are as follows: 

(1) High water use zone: A zone containing plants which are associated with moist soils and 
require supplemental water in addition to natural rainfall to survive. This zone includes most 
turf grasses. 

(2) Moderate water use zone: A zone containing plants which survive on natural rainfall with 
supplemental water during seasonal dry periods. 

(3) Low water use zone: A zone containing plants which survive on natural rainfall without 
supplemental water.  

(1) In order to provide soil protection and reduce the need for establishment irrigation, the 
preservation of existing vegetation should be prioritized. 

(2) Turf grass areas shall be consolidated and Permanently irrigated turf grass shall be limited to those 
functional areas on the site that receive are designed for pedestrian traffic, provide for or 
recreational uses, provide soil erosion control such as berms, slopes, and swales, where turf grass 
is used as a design unifier or other similar practical use.  Preference should be given to drought 
tolerant turf grass species such as bahiagrass, centipedegrass, mixed species lawns, or alternative 
groundcovers that can function without irrigation and fertilizer. 

(3) Fifty (50) percent of the plants used in all vehicular use area landscape designs shall be drought 
tolerant and located in groupings according to zones designated by the water requirements. No 
turf shall be used in paved vehicular use area landscape islands and strips nor in any planting area 
less than 4 feet wide in any direction. 

All planting areas shall be mulched with three (3) inches of organic mulch, such as pine bark or 
shredded hardwood chips. Mulch shall be placed directly on soil or landscaping fabric and be 
properly edged to retain mulch. 

(4) Groundcovers are encouraged wherever possible as an alternative to turf due to their lower 
maintenance requirements. 

(5) Plant material shall be selected that is best suited to withstand the growing and soil conditions 
which are found in the microclimate of each particular location on the site adapted to the 
particular site and environmental conditions in which they are proposed.  

(6) Landscaped areas may be depressed to accommodate stormwater runoff and provide additional 
rainwater to plants. 
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Sec. 407.43.6. (b) Firewise requirements.  Landscape or planting plans within wildfire hazard areas should 
incorporate firewise landscaping techniques to help reduce the risk of wildfire. Such techniques shall 
include, including:  

(1) Creating a 30 feet wide defensible space zone around buildings. Such zones shall provide space for 
fire suppression equipment in the event of an emergency and progressively limit plantings near 
structures to carefully spaced fire resistant species.  

(2) Placing low growing species and groundcovers beneath canopy trees and rooflines to avoid 
creating a continuous fuel source from ground to tree or roof.  

(3) Utilizing driveways, lawn areas, and walkways to provide firebreaks between large areas of dense 
vegetation.  

(4) Selective thinning of fire prone plant species in existing vegetation areas to reduce fuel loads. A list 
of fire prone species shall be available from the Environmental Protection Department.  

Sec. 407.43.3. (c) Landscaping in utility service areas. 

(1) Proposed overhead or underground utility service facilities shall be designed to provide clearance 
utility providers’ separations from the mature height of all trees and landscaping proposed on the 
landscape plan.  

(2) Existing overhead or underground utility service facilities shall be considered in the design of the 
landscaping to provide clearance from the mature height of trees and landscaping. Proposed trees 
and landscaping shall be designed to provide utility providers’ separations from existing overhead 
or underground utility service facilities.  

(3) Any vegetation within a public utility easement shall conform to accepted vegetation management 
standards. In all cases the minimum requirements of this Article shall be met. 

Sec. 407.43.1. Required buffers. 

(a) General provisions for required buffers. 

(1) Buffers on residential developments shall be designated as common areas and shall not be 
included within lots.  

(2) Buffers on nonresidential sites may count toward setback requirements.  

(3) No structures are permitted in buffers except fire hydrants, concrete valve markers, underground 
utility markers, switches, bus shelters or benches, incidental signs not exceeding two (2) square 
feet in area, and screening.  

(4) No parking is permitted within a buffer area.  

(5) Buffer areas may include portions of the stormwater management system if the applicant 
demonstrates that the character and intent of the buffer is not diminished. At a minimum, the 
buffer shall include all of the required plantings at the normal grade of the site at the property line.  

(6) Pedestrian access through a buffer to adjacent uses may be permitted.  

(7) Utility lines may cross the buffer provided that the amount of buffer compromised is minimized 
while maintaining the specified number of plantings required in Table 407.01.2.  

(8) Trails within a buffer may be permitted provided the character and intent of the buffer is not 
diminished.  

(3) The following are permitted in buffers: 

a. Fire hydrants, concrete valve markers, underground utility markers, switches. 
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b. Bus shelters or benches. 

c. Incidental signs not exceeding two (2) square feet in area. 

d. Screening. 

e. Portions of above-ground stormwater management systems provided the character and 
intent of the buffer is not diminished. At a minimum, the buffer shall include all the required 
plantings at the normal grade of the site at the property line. 

f. Pedestrian access through a buffer to adjacent uses. 

g. Utility line crossings provided that the amount of buffer compromised is minimized and the 
specified number of plantings required in Table 407.43.2 is provided. 

h. Trails provided the character and intent of the buffer is not diminished. 

(4) The following are not permitted in buffers: 

a. Structures, except those specified above in a. – d. 

b. All parking. 

(5) Existing non-invasive vegetation may be used to fulfill buffering and screening requirements if it is 
of sufficient height and opacity or can be augmented to reach a sufficient height and opacity to 
provide an effective visual and acoustical buffer giving consideration to the existing and proposed 
uses.  

(b) Required project boundary buffers. 

(1) Project boundary buffers shall be located along the outer perimeter of the parcel to be 
developed extending inward from the parcel boundaries.  

(2) Minimum buffer types required on property boundaries between zoning districts are shown in 
the Table 407.43.1.  

(3) The Board of County Commissioners may require additional project boundary buffers as part of 
a special use permit, special exception, or planned development zoning. 
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(4) Minimum width and planting specifications for required project boundary buffers are shown in 
the table below: 

 
(5) The DRC An approving body may reduce the required buffer width by up to fifty (50) percent 

where it can be shown by the applicant that the reduction is warranted by unique site features 
or characteristics. This may include, but is not limited to, situations where the buffer area would 
be located adjacent to a water body or Open Space area or if a permanent buffer exists on the 
adjacent property.  

(6) The DRC An approving body may approve the placement of a buffer at an adequate distance 
from the parcel boundary when it can be shown to provide an effective visual and acoustical 
buffer giving consideration to the existing and proposed uses or that a conflict exists with an 
existing utility easement or to accommodate unique site features or characteristics provided the 
character and intent of the buffer is not diminished.  
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(c) Project boundary buffer—Landscaping and screening. 

(1) Appropriate tree species for planting in buffers are listed in Table 407.50.1.  

(2) Plant materials and installation shall meet the requirements of Sections 407.44 and 407.45.  

(3)(2) The required planting shall generally be in an irregular line, spaced or grouped to provide a 
natural appearance, and occupy the entire width of the buffer so as to provide an effective 
visual buffer when plants and trees achieve mature growth.   

(4)(3) The plant materials specified in Table 407.43.2 are the minimum materials required per 
separate and distinct components required in each one hundred (100) linear feet of buffer;. 
tThe total quantity of materials required shall be determined by dividing the actual length of 
the buffer based on the total length of the buffer. 

(5)(4) Canopy trees shall be planted no closer than three (3) feet from any property line.  

(6)(5) Where screening is required or proposed in conjunction with a project boundary buffer as 
indicated in Table 407.43.1, the location of the wall, fence, or berm within the buffer strip shall 
be subject to the determination of the development review body and it shall consist of one or a 
combination of the following:  

a. A minimum six-foot tall masonry wall such as brick, stone, granite, concrete block or 
concrete panels;  

b. A minimum six-foot tall opaque fence, such as vinyl or wood (no chain link);  

c. Existing dense vegetation (Subsection 407.43(a)(5)); or  

d. A berm three (3) feet in height, located entirely within the buffer and planted with 
materials that at maturity shall reach a combined minimum height of six (6) feet, shall have 
a stabilized slope of one to three (1:3) rise/run, and shall be completely covered with 
shrubs, sod, or other landscape quality living or ground covers.  

(7)(6) Where a wall or fence is used to satisfy the screening requirements of Table 407.43.1, the 
following requirements apply:  

a. Pedestrian connections through walls or fences that can provide access to adjacent 
neighborhoods or other uses are encouraged may be required based on greenways, trails, 
public parks, or open space on adjoining parcels.  

b. Wildlife connections through walls or fences that can provide ecopassage may be required 
based on the presence of open space or natural areas on adjoining parcels. 

c. Walls and fences more than one hundred (100) feet long and fronting a public right-of-way 
shall have varying wall alignments, use appropriate scale/massing for planted materials, 
and include decorative features and sound absorbing or scattering materials.  

d. Walls and fences fronting a public right-of-way shall provide any required shrub material 
on the side of the right-of-way.  Where a buffer does not front a public right-of-way and a 
fence or wall is provided, the number of shrubs required in the buffer may be reduced by 
50%. 

(d) Required roadway buffers. The following types of roadway buffers shall be required (road 
classifications are provided in the transportation mobility element of the Comprehensive Plan).  Any 
vegetation planted near driveway and road intersections shall be selected so that the requirements 
of Article III, Subsection 407.38(d) for a clear sight triangle can be met.  Publicly accessible multi-use 
trails, bike paths and/or sidewalks and walkways may be provided within a roadway buffer provided 
the character and intent of the buffer is not diminished. 
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(1) Interstate I-75 buffers. 

a. All development within urban residential Future Land Use designations shall provide a high 
density buffer, as described in Table 407.43.2, along the entire project boundary adjacent 
to the I-75 right-of-way. This buffer shall not be reduced in width.  

b. All other development shall provide a medium density buffer, as described in Table 
407.43.2, along the entire project boundary adjacent to the I-75 right-of-way. This buffer 
shall not be reduced in width.  

(2) Arterial or collector street buffers. All developments located along either an arterial or a 
collector street shall be required to provide one of the following buffers along the entire street 
frontage. Arterial and collector street buffers shall average ten (10) feet in width provided that 
no portion of the street buffer shall be less than five (5) feet in width. The plant materials 
specified below are separate and distinct components required in each one hundred (100) linear 
feet of buffer. 

a. Three (3) canopy trees per one hundred (100) linear feet of property frontage, located 
within a ten-foot wide landscape buffer; or  

b. Two (2) canopy trees and two (2) understory trees per one hundred (100) linear feet of 
property frontage, located within a ten-foot wide landscape buffer; or  

c. Under utility lines only, four (4) understory trees per one hundred (100) linear feet of 
property frontage, located within a ten-foot wide landscape buffer.  

(3) Local street buffers. Local street buffers shall only be required for nonresidential, mixed-use, or 
multi-family developments located across a local street from a single-family residential district. 
In such a case, at the time of development or expansion, the nonresidential, mixed-use or 
multiple-family development shall provide the required project boundary buffer along the street 
frontage.  

(3) Measurements. 

a. Driveway widths (measured at the inside edge of the buffer) shall not be counted in the 
calculation of be subtracted from the linear feet of street frontage length for the purpose 
of calculating the plant material required. 

b. All buffers shall be measured from the future right-of-way line determined during 
development plan review, unless additional public utility easement is required between 
the right-of-way line and the buffer to provide utility clearance.  

c. If a street is platted but has not been constructed, it shall be buffered and treated as a 
street, even where no pavement currently exists.  

d. Vehicular access easements shall not be treated as a street, but shall be buffered as a 
project boundary buffer outside the easement area. The buffer may be provided on either 
side of the easement.  

Sec. 407.43.1.2. Required tree plantings and landscaping. Landscaping requirements. 

(a) Site tree canopy. 

(1) Demonstrate that within twenty (20) years Development plans shall be designed such that thirty 
(30) percent of the overall site will be under mature tree canopy within twenty (20) years.   

a. This requirement shall be fulfilled using any existing tree canopy retained in accordance 
with Chapter 406, Article II, Trees and Native Vegetation, and new tree canopy proposed 
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in accordance with this Article.  For calculating proposed new tree canopy, the estimated 
20-year tree canopy diameters in Table 407.50.1 shall be used. 

b. A residential development may count up to four hundred (400) square feet of new tree 
canopy coverage per platted lot consistent with Chapter 406, Subsection 406.12(a)(5), 
where it can be demonstrated that: 

1. A homeowner's association will require the planting and maintenance of trees on 
lots. 

2. The development plan includes a list of trees that may be planted to satisfy the 
requirement. 

(2) Deciduous tree canopy should shall be concentrated along the southern and western exposures 
of buildings so as to enhance shading and energy conservation where possible. 

(b) Street trees Streetscapes. 

(1) Street trees shall be provided along both sides of streets and roads and in medians, consistent 
with Table 407.141.1 Street Design Specifications.  

(6)(2) Street trees shall be planted provided between the street and the sidewalk whenever space 
permits to protect pedestrians and calm traffic.  

Street trees shall be provided within a minimum planting strip of eight (8) feet in width, except 
as allowed below. Larger planting strips may be required for certain tree species, as shown in 
Table 407.50.1. Trees shall be planted in the center thirty (30) percent of the planting strip.  

a. Alternative planting systems may be used to reduce the minimum planting strip width. 
Alternative planting systems include, but are not limited to, engineered soils, tree grates, 
and root barriers.  

b. Street trees planted in commercial or mixed-use districts may be planted in tree wells or 
sidewalk cutouts. Each tree must be provided with a minimum planting area of twenty-
four (24) square feet from compacted material to a depth of eighteen (18) inches. Those 
street trees eligible for use in tree wells or sidewalk cutouts are identified in Table 
407.50.1.  

c. Street trees in commercial or mixed-use districts may be planted in islands or bulb-outs 
where on-street parking and mid-block pedestrian crossings are present. Planting islands 
or bulb-outs shall have a minimum pervious area of ninety (90) square feet and be free 
of compacted soil to a depth of eighteen (18) inches. Those street trees eligible for use in 
islands or bulb-outs are identified in Table 407.50.1.  

d. In constrained conditions on local roads within subdivisions, trees may be planted no 
closer than three (3) feet from face of curb.  

(3) Street trees shall be provided within planting strips or sidewalk tree wells per the following: 

a. Tree species appropriate for use as street trees are indicated in Table 407.50.1 
Appropriate Tree Species. 

(4)b. Street trees shall be spaced so that the distance between two (2) adjacent trunks is no 
less than one-half (½) the sum of their 20-year canopy diameters and no more than the 
sum of their 20-year canopy diameters as listed in Table 407.50.1. 

b. Where planting strips are used, on-street parking spaces may be located between street 
trees provided the above spacing is maintained.  Such parking spaces may be parallel or 
angled. 
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c. Requirements for tree root zone volume and depth, pervious surface planting area and 
dimensions, and distance from impervious surfaces are specified in Table 407.45.1., 
including for constrained areas where alternative planting systems are required to 
prevent damage to surrounding infrastructure. 

(3)(4) Planting strips, medians, roundabouts, islands, bulb-outs, or other planting areas may be 
depressed to accommodate stormwater runoff. Where curb is required, curb cuts may be used 
to permit the flow of water into the depressed planting area. Stormwater overflow must be 
accommodated required to accommodate stormwater runoff to meet the performance 
standards of Chapter 77, Article I, Water Quality Code. 

(5) Within the Urban Cluster street trees where appropriate shall be planted no further than 
fourteen (14) feet from the back of curb. Where curbs are not proposed along roadways, street 
trees must be located on the back side of the roadside swale unless it is planted outside the 
clear zone or space required in this ULDC. 

(7) Street trees other than those shown in Table 407.50.1 may be allowed subject to appropriate 
planting requirements. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 Page 16 of 56 
 

 

Street Trees in Planting Strip 
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Street Trees in Tree Wells 
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Street Trees in Planting Strips with On-street Parking Spaces 
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On-street Parking Spaces Between Street Trees in Planting Strips 

(c) Pedestrian walkways circulation and paved activity areas. 

(1) Areas dedicated to pedestrian circulation that are not coincident with a street or in a right-of-
way shall have: 

a. cCanopy trees spaced no more than an average of forty (40) feet on-center on alternating 
sides of the walkway. Where adequate space is available on only one side of the walkway, 
the trees shall all be provided on that side. 

b. Landscape screening from above ground utilities. 

(2) Paved areas dedicated to pedestrian activity, including but not limited to plazas and squares, 
shall have canopy trees around the entire perimeter, except where they abut buildings.  
Additional canopy trees interior to the paved area may be required for paved areas over 
2,000 square feet. 

(3) The above walkway and perimeter trees shall be spaced so that the distance between two (2) 
adjacent trunks is one-half (½) the sum of their 20-year canopy diameters and shall be located 
to maximize the shading of the pedestrian areas. Canopy tree species and 20-year canopy 
diameters are identified in Table 407.50.1. 

(d) Landscaping in paved ground surface areas Paved vehicular use areas. 

(1) Appropriate tTree species appropriate for planting in landscape islands within a meeting the 
requirements of paved vehicular use areas are identified indicated in Section Table 407.50.1. 
Appropriate Tree Species. 

(2) Screening shall be provided where a paved ground surface vehicular use area lies within fifty 
(50) twenty-five (25) feet of, and is visible from, any street right-of-way. The screening shall 
consist of sufficient shrubs to provide a visual screen of seventy-five (75) percent opacity. The 
shrubs shall achieve a minimum height of three (3) feet within three (3) years. Shrubs shall be 
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planted in a strip no less than five (5) feet in width and may be planted within any required 
street buffer. 

For all paved ground surface areas, it shall be demonstrated that at least fifty (50) percent of 
the paved ground surface area will be under mature canopy within twenty (20) years. To 
minimize the heat island effect, the canopy trees shall be oriented to maximize shading of the 
paved ground surface area from the south and west.  

(3) Landscape islands with canopy trees shall be located at an average of every ten parking 
spaces.  At no time shall a row of parking have landscape islands greater than 120 feet apart 
or closer than 30 feet apart. Additionally, terminal landscape islands with trees shall always 
be required at the end of a row of parking spaces.  The minimum width of a terminal 
landscape island in any one direction shall be the same as the minimum planting areas 
established in Table 407.45.1. 

(4) No more than fifteen (15) contiguous parking spaces in a row may be allowed without a 
landscape island.  

(4) Paved vehicular use areas with two or more rows of interior parking shall provide landscape 
strips between the rows allowing for two-foot vehicle overhangs on each side. 

a. Landscape strip widths shall be according to the Standard Planting Strip Widths in Table 
407.45.1 Tree Installation Criteria.  Widths shall not be reduced below the Standard 
widths except in TNDs and TODs where off-street parking is provided interior to blocks.  
Reduced width strips shall not allow vehicle overhangs. 

b. As an alternative, every other row of head-to-head parking may provide a landscape strip 
of double the Standard Planting Strip Widths.  These wider landscape strips shall not be 
reduced below the Standard widths and may contain sidewalks. 

c. Canopy trees within these landscape strips shall be spaced so that the distance between 
two (2) adjacent trunks is one-half (½) the sum of their 20-year canopy diameters. 

(5) Paved vehicular use area perimeters that do not contain parking spaces, truck loading areas, 
or abut buildings shall provide canopy trees around the entire perimeter, excluding the width 
of driveways. Trees shall be spaced so that the distance between two (2) adjacent trunks is 
one-half (½) the sum of their 20-year canopy diameters as listed in Table 407.50.1. 

(6) Canopy trees shall be located to maximize the shading of the pavement. Flexibility shall be 
provided for tree locations and spacing where solar facilities are proposed on covered parking 
spaces; however, in all cases the required number of trees shall be provided. 

(7) Requirements for tree root zone volume and depth, pervious surface planting areas and 
dimensions, and distance from impervious surfaces are specified in Table 407.45.1, including 
for constrained areas where alternative planting systems such as root barriers and structural 
soils are required to prevent damage to surrounding infrastructure. 

(8) Required landscape islands and strips shall contain landscaping materials only and shall not 
contain utilities, utility lines, or other infrastructure equipment such as fire hydrants, parking 
lot lights, transformers, air conditioning units, or water meters., however: 

a. Required landscape islands and strips exceeding the criteria of Table 407.45.1 may 
include utilities, utility lines, or other infrastructure equipment provided it does not 
occupy or encroach on the minimum required criteria. No reduction of such islands and 
strips below the Standard Pervious Surface Minimum Criteria shall be allowed. 
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b. Additional iIslands may be added (in addition to the required landscape islands) for 
placement of utilities, utility lines, or other infrastructure equipment, which do not 
require any landscape materials to be placed within them. When feasible, 

c. In both cases, shrubs shall be provided to screen the equipment when feasible.  

(9) Vehicular use area landscape islands or strips shall be landscaped with alternative 
groundcovers, excluding turf grass.   

(10) As part of a comprehensive Low Impact Design (LID) approach, developments with more than 
40 parking spaces shall pre-treat at least 25% of the parking area stormwater runoff before 
discharge to the master stormwater system using LID techniques/Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure technologies including but not limited to:  

a. Landscape islands and other landscape strips may be depressed designed to 
accommodate stormwater management and minimize nutrient, sediment, and runoff.  
Curbs separating landscaped areas from parking areas may have curb cuts or be 
perforated to allow stormwater runoff to pass through them. Stormwater overflow must 
be accommodated.   

b. Parking spaces of pervious materials such as pavers or pervious pavement. 

c. Bioswales, ecovaults, and other technologies listed in the County Stormwater Manual. 

(11) When vehicular use areas intersect a public right-of-way, landscaping shall be used to define 
the intersection, provided that all landscaping shall conform to the Florida Department of 
Transportation's Manual of Uniform Minimum Standards for Design, Construction and 
Maintenance for Streets and Highways. 

(12) The following additional buffering shall be provided where off street loading exists:  

a. Off street loading areas shall be screened from any residential district. Screening shall 
be consistent with the requirements of Subsection 407.43.1(c)(76).  

b. Screening of off-street loading areas may be waived by the reviewing body if the 
adjacent use will not be adversely impacted, such as in the event both uses have facing 
loading bays.  

c. In the ML district off-street loading areas shall be screened from any public right-of-way 
or office use. Screening shall be consistent with the requirements of Subsection 
407.43.1(c)( 76).  

(e) Sec. 407.43.2 Landscape design of sStormwater management facilities. 

(a) Stormwater management facilities shall be designed to resemble natural areas in form and 
function, and shall be consistent with Article IX, Stormwater Management, of this Chapter.  

(b) Stormwater management areas shall be landscaped with native species of trees, shrubs, and 
perennials appropriate to the function as a wet or dry basin.  

(c) The basin Stormwater management facilities and the landscaping area shall be designed to:  

(1) Be an integral part of the overall development as a physical or visual amenity that provides 
either: 

a.     Usable public or civic space; or   

b. a. An aesthetic focal point or feature that resembles a natural area, such as a pond, or 
creek, or other water feature, utilizing curvilinear shapes and a diversity of appropriate 
plant species.; or 
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b. For basin designs that resemble geometric shapes or that include corners, fences, or 
walls, provide human scale design features that break up large volumes, provide usable 
space, and stimulate pedestrian activity.  Human scale design features include but are 
not limited to terracing, walkways, overlooks, bridges, plazas, greens, and pocket parks. 

(2) Preserve existing tree groupings, consistent with Chapter 406, Article II, Trees and Native 
Vegetation.    

(3) Include Provide native canopy trees are spaced no more than an average of every thirty-five 
(35) linear feet around the basin perimeter. Spacing of trees may be closer when trees are 
planted in groups for aesthetic effect.   

(4) Maintain Provide native landscape plantings, excluding turf grass, on at least twenty-five (25) 
percent of the area of the basin, including the shoulders and maintenance area, using native 
landscape plantings, excluding sod.  Any plantings on bank slopes should consist of fast-
growing species with rhizomatous roots for stabilization.  Clumping species should be 
restricted to bank tops. 

(5) Basins that use chain-link fencing shall provide an additional five-foot wide area outside the 
fence landscaped with at least three (3) shade trees, two (2) understory trees, eight (8) large 
shrubs, and thirteen (13) small shrubs for every one hundred (100) feet or part thereof of 
fencing. 

(5) Be integrated with the landscape or planting plan for the site.  

(6) Identify areas for Provide access for normal and routine basin maintenance. Landscape 
plantings shall not reduce the width of the required maintenance access.  

Sec. 407.43.5. Crime prevention through environmental design standards. 

Physical design of all landscaped areas subject to normal pedestrian access shall promote the concept of 
crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED) by utilizing landscape planting, pavement designs, 
and gateway and entrance treatments to achieve the following:  

(a) Natural surveillance, through the placement of physical features and lighting of public spaces 
and walkways at night, in such a way as to maximize visibility, while maintaining or minimizing 
impacts to surrounding areas.  

(b) Natural access control, through the physical guidance of people coming and going from a space 
by the placement of fencing, landscaping, and lighting.  

(c) Territoriality, through the use of physical attributes that express ownership, such as fences, 
pavement treatments, art, signage, and landscaping. 

Sec. 407.44. Required pPlant materials requirements. 

(a) Required tree species variety Diversity. New tree plantings of any of the following shall not include 
more than fifty (50) percent of any one (1) genus nor twenty-five (25) percent of any one (1) species.: 

(1) Eight (8) or more trees. 

(2) Sixteen (16) or more shrubs. 

(3) Thirty-two (32) or more groundcovers. 

(b) Native species.  At least seventy-five (75) percent each of new tree, shrub, and groundcover plantings 
shall be native species.  Cultivars of native species are considered native species.  

(1) Up to 10% of these requirements may be met with edible species identified in Table 407.50.1. and 
Table 407.50.2.  
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(2) Preference should be given to keystone species as identified in Table 407.50.1. and Table 
407.50.2. 

(b)(c) Plant quality. Plant materials shall meet the following minimum standards:  

(1) All nursery plants, including trees, shrubs and groundcovers shall conform to standards for 
Florida Grade #1 or better according to the current, most recent edition of "Grades and 
Standards for Nursery Plants", 2nd edition, published by the Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry, and available from the Florida Nursery, 
Growers, and Landscape Association (FNGLA). Nursery invoices or labels shall clearly specify that 
Grade #1 or better plants were purchased for installation.  

(2) All turf shall be certified apparently free of noxious weeds by the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry.  

(3) All mulch shall be organic material, with hardwood or pine bark recommended. Cypress shall 
not be used as mulch. No plastic or other non-biodegradable weed cloth or surface covers shall 
be used where mulch is required. 

(c) Required plant species and sizes. 

(1)(d) Trees. 

a.(1) All trees shall be selected from Table 407.50.1 Appropriate Tree Plantings that, which specifies 
the appropriate planting locations for each species including street trees, tree wells, paved 
vehicular use areas, basin areas, common areas, and buffers. Any variation from this list shall be 
approved by the County forester/landscaping inspector.  

b.(2) Trees shall meet the minimum size standards shown in Table 407.44.1. 

 

c. The DRC may approve the use of desirable native species that are not generally available in 
the required minimum size provided that the sum of the caliper planted is equal to or 
greater than the required caliper specified above.  

(3) A maximum of five (5) percent of new proposed trees may exceed 4 inches caliper size with 
County Forester/Landscaping Inspector approval.  

(4) A maximum of ten (10) percent of new proposed trees may be specimen native species that are 
not generally available in the required minimum size. 

(5) Lethal Bronzing Disease in palms.  A maximum of ten (10) percent of new proposed trees may be 
palm species that are confirmed by UF-IFAS to be hosts of Lethal Bronzing Disease (LBD) 
provided that each of these palms shall be: 

a. Verified at Certificate of Occupancy to be inoculated against LBD; and   

b. Included in a management plan prepared by a certified arborist or other qualified 
professional and submitted for review and approval concurrent with submittal of the 
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landscape or planting plan.  The management plan shall provide for protection and 
maintenance of the palms against LBD in perpetuity.  The existence of the management plan 
shall be noted on plans, plats, and covenants and restrictions as appropriate to the type of 
development.  The parcel owner shall maintain the palms in accordance with the 
management plan. 

c. Palm species in Table 407.50.1 Appropriate Trees that have been confirmed by UF-IFAS to be 
hosts of LBD include Butia odorata (pindo palm), Phoenix spp. (date palms), and Sabal 
palmetto (cabbage palm). 

d. The requirements of this Subsection (5) shall apply only to palms that are proposed to meet 
the requirements of this Article as part of development plan applications. 

(2)(e) Shrubs. 

a.(1) Shrubs shall consist of woody evergreen and/or non-deciduous plants a minimum of two (2) feet 
in height in a minimum three-gallon container. When planted as a hedge, the maximum spacing 
for 24-inch high shrubs shall be thirty-six (36) inches on center.  

b.(2) Shrub species that are significantly larger than the required minimum in paragraph a. above may 
be counted as two (2) or more shrubs, on a case-by-case basis, if approved by the DRC. Spacing 
for the larger size shrubs shall be determined by the County forester/landscaping inspector.  

c. Shrubs shall be selected from the list of native species available from the Alachua County 
Environmental Protection Department and from the Department of Growth Management.  

(3)(f) Ground covers. All groundcovers shall be selected from Table 407.50.2 Appropriate Groundcover 
Plantings.  Ground covers other than turf grass shall be planted in such a manner as to present a 
finished appearance and reasonably complete coverage within one (1) year after planting.  

(4) Lawn grass.  Grass areas shall be planted with species normally grown as permanent lawns in 
the vicinity of Alachua County. Turf grass areas may be sodded, plugged, sprigged, or seeded 
except that solid sod shall be used in swales, slopes, berms, or other areas subject to erosion.  

(5)(g) Synthetic plants. Synthetic or artificial turf, trees, shrubs, ground covers, or vines shall not be used 
in lieu of the plant requirements in this Article.  

(d h) Prohibited plants. 

(1) Those plants listed in Florida Administrative Code Section 62c-52.011, Prohibited Aquatic Plants, 
shall be prohibited. This list of prohibited aquatic plants is available online and copies are also 
available from the Alachua County Environmental Protection Department.  

(2) Those plants listed in Florida Administrative Code Section 5B-57.007, "State Noxious Weed List" 
shall be prohibited. This list of prohibited noxious weeds is available online and copies are also 
available from the County.  

(e i) Credit for existing plants. 

(1) Credit is permitted for existing plant material provided such material meets the minimum 
standards of this Article.  

(2) Credit shall be allocated on a one-for-one basis for shrubs, understory trees, and substituted 
trees. The size of the material shall not be taken into consideration except where such material 
is below the minimum standards of this Article. determined based on information documenting 
the following characteristics as applicable: 

a. Species 

b. Approximate opacity 
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c. Approximate height 

d. Diameter at breast height (DBH) of trees  

(j) Substitutions.  Substitutions of tree or plant material on an approved plan may be made with prior 
County staff approval based on the site conditions, and insofar as the required or approved amounts 
of species diversity, tree canopy coverage, basin plantings, tree mitigation, street trees, etc. are met. 

Sec. 407.45. Installation. 

All landscaping and transplanting of landscape materials shall be installed according to sound horticultural 
principles. All installations shall be performed specific to type, species, soils, environmental conditions, and 
include establishment through water and maintenance to ensure maximum survivability. 

(a) Trees. 

(1) Landscape areas for installed trees shall conform to the following chart. Landscape areas may be 
depressed to accommodate stormwater runoff provided stormwater overflow is accommodated.  
Installation of trees shall conform to Table 407.45.1. 
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(2) In constrained tree planting areas: 

a. Reduction of the Pervious Surface Minimum Criteria Standards in Table 407.45.1 shall be 
permitted to the amounts shown using alternative planting systems.  No further reduction 
below these amounts shall be permitted. 

b. The required root zone volumes and widths shall not be reduced and shall consist of root 
zone media.  However, portions of the root zone volume may be located beneath proposed 
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adjacent pavement using alternative planting systems as shown in Tree Planting in 
Constrained Areas plan and section views. 

c. Alternative planting systems include but are not limited to pervious pavement, reinforced 
concrete, root aeration systems, root barriers, root paths, soil trenches, structural root box 
cells, and structural soil. 

 

 

Tree Planting in Constrained Areas 

(b) All landscaping and transplanting of landscape materials shall be installed according to sound 
horticultural principles. All installations shall be performed specific to type, species, soils, 
environmental conditions, and include establishment through water and maintenance to ensure 
maximum survivability. 

(1) The required planting area shall be free from compacted material to a minimum depth of 
eighteen (18) inches. 

(3) Matted or circling roots shall be removed from all trees prior to planting. 

(2)(3) The planting hole for trees shall be two (2) to three (3) times the width widest dimension of 
the rootball and, sloped outward to encourage new root growth, and backfilled with root zone 
media.  

(3) Plants shall be removed from their containers prior to installation.  
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(4) Planting areas containing trees and shrubs shall be mulched to a minimum depth of three (3) 
inches with organic mulch to the perimeter of the root-ball but not within a radius of six (6) to 
eight (8) inches from the trunk.  [moved to 407.45(c) Mulch, below.] 

(4) A (3’) three foot diameter round-topped soil berm (4”) four inches high and (8”) eight inches 
wide shall be constructed around the root ball periphery. 

(5) After planting and watering in, the top of the rootball shall be one (1) to two (2) inches above 
existing grade.  

(6) Trees shall be plumb and staked and guyed as needed.  Only biodegradable stakes and guys shall 
be used.  Stakes and guys shall be maintained during the guarantee period and removed as soon 
as the tree is established.  All tape, straps, stakes, and guys shall be removed prior to the final 
landscaping inspection or certification.   

(7) Trunk protectors are recommended for all installed trees. Trees in turf areas shall have six-inch 
(minimum) trunk protectors.  All installed trees shall have minimum (12) twelve-inch length x (6) 
six-inch width trunk protectors to protect the base of the trunk from mower and string trimmer 
damage. Trunk protectors shall be split lengthwise to ensure they do not become embedded.  

(8) All landscaped areas not covered with vegetation shall be covered with organic mulches. No 
plastic or other non-biodegradable weed cloth or surface covers shall be used.  
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Tree Installation 
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(b) Shrubs and groundcovers.   

Shrubs and groundcovers shall be grouped in masses by species, with exceptions for large specimen 
plants. 

 
Shrub Installation 

(c) Lawn Turf grass.  

(1) Grass areas shall be planted with species normally grown as permanent lawns in the vicinity of 
Alachua County. Turf grass areas may be sodded, plugged, sprigged, or seeded except that solid 
sod shall be used in swales, slopes, berms, or other areas subject to erosion.  

(2) Any netting contained within sod shall be certified by the manufacturer to be biodegradable 
within a period of three (3) months from installation in conformance with FDOT Section 981 and 
shall be cut even with the sod edge and not left exposed. 

(d) Mulch. 

(1) Planting areas containing trees and shrubs shall be mulched to a minimum depth of three (3) 
inches two (2) inches and a maximum depth of four (4) inches with organic mulch to the 
perimeter of the root-ball but not within a radius of six (6) to eight (8) inches from the trunk. 

(2) Trees shall be mulched to a minimum radius of three (3) feet from the trunk or to the outer 
extent of the branch spread, whichever is greater.  Mulch shall not be placed within a radius of 
six (6) to eight (8) inches from the trunk. 

(3) All landscaped areas not covered with vegetation shall be covered with organic mulches. 

(4) All mulch shall be organic material, with hardwood or, pine bark, or pine straw recommended.  
Cypress or rocks shall not be used as mulch.  No plastic or other non-biodegradable weed cloth 
or surface covers shall be used where mulch is required. 

(5) Mulch shall be placed directly on soil or landscape fabric and be properly edged to retain mulch.  
No plastic or other non-biodegradable weed cloth or surface covers shall be used in any 
landscaped areas. 
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Sec. 407.46. Required Establishment irrigation and soil amendments. 

(a) Landscape Establishment irrigation plans. 

(1) All required landscaping shall be provided, at minimum, with a temporary automatic irrigation 
system sufficient for the establishment and ongoing health of all required landscaping plant 
material. Where available, reclaimed water shall be used for landscape irrigation. Use of 
harvested rainwater or stormwater reuse for irrigation is encouraged. Where possible low 
volume irrigation shall be used.  

 A temporary irrigation system is required for all required landscaping to ensure successful 
establishment.  A Temporary Irrigation Guidance Document is maintained by the Environmental 
Protection Department.  Temporary irrigation systems must be removed once the plants are 
established or within one year, whichever occurs first. 

(2) The irrigation system shall be designed by a landscape architect or a certified irrigation designer 
and shall be installed according to the manufacturer's specifications and the Standard Plumbing 
Code, 1994 Edition, promulgated by the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc. 
Irrigation plans for any permanent irrigation shall be included in all landscape and planting 
plans. 

Irrigation plans for landscaped areas greater than two thousand (2,000) square feet, excluding 
single family lots, shall be designed by a landscape architect, a Florida Water Star Accredited 
Professional, or a Florida Irrigation Specialty Contractor. 

a. The plans shall clearly identify the permeable area of the project, as defined in Section 
77.03, Water Quality Code, and demonstrate compliance with Article VI, Landscape 
Irrigation and Maintenance Standards of the Alachua County Code. 

b. Irrigation systems must be approved by the Alachua County Environmental Protection 
Department prior to installation, in accordance with Article VI, of Chapter 77, Water 
Quality Code, which limits permanent irrigation to 50% of the permeable area as defined 
in Chapter 410, Article III, Defined Terms. 

c. The irrigation system shall be installed according to the manufacturer's specifications and 
in compliance with the above referenced Article VI. 

(3) Irrigation shall promote water conservation by such methods as micro-irrigation or efficient 
sprinkler zoning. The irrigation system shall be designed and located to minimize the watering of 
impervious surfaces. Trees shall have individual low flow or micro-irrigation supplies. Once trees 
and other plant materials are established the use of the irrigation system shall be discontinued.  

(4) Moisture sensors, weather stations, evapotranspiration (ET) sensors, or rain gauge (automatic 
rainfall shutoff device) equipment shall be required on automatic irrigation systems to avoid 
irrigation during periods of sufficient rainfall. 

(3) All irrigation systems must have a functioning rainfall shutoff device set to active even during 
establishment. 

(4)  Where available, reclaimed water shall be used for landscape irrigation. Use of harvested 
rainwater or stormwater reuse for irrigation is encouraged.  Landscape irrigation wells are 
discouraged.   Abandoned irrigation wells shall be properly plugged by a licensed water well 
contractor within 30 days of removal of the temporary irrigation system. 

(5) All irrigation systems shall be designed to promote water conservation by employing methods 
such as individual low-flow or micro-irrigation supplies for newly planted trees and landscape 
beds.  Trees shall be equipped with individual bubblers and be separate from other zones to 
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ensure adequate watering is maintained for establishment.  Permanent irrigation systems 
must be equipped with flow-based leak detection technology. 

(6) The irrigation system shall be inspected monthly during the establishment period to ensure the 
landscape is properly watered for establishment.  A log of the monthly inspections and actions 
taken shall be maintained by the entity charged with inspecting the system and submitted to 
the County upon request.  Irrigation schedules shall be adjusted after 60 days to comply with 
restrictions. Subsequent watering shall be adjusted according to season and as the landscape 
matures so it can gradually adapt to survive on rainfall once the establishment period ends.  

(7) Prior to the installation of any irrigation systems within a public right-of-way, a right-of-way use 
permit shall be obtained from the Alachua County Public Works Department. Such system 
installation shall meet the construction and inspection standards of the Public Works 
Department.  

(b) Alternative xeriscape plan. Temporary or minimal irrigation systems acceptable to xeriscape practices 
may be used when an alternative xeriscape plan has been approved by the DRC. An alternative 
xeriscape plan may be approved by the DRC when the applicant can assure the health and 
survivability of all landscaping plant materials.  

(b) Soil Amendments. Soil augmentation plans are encouraged for all proposed new landscaped areas, 
including single family lots.  The following standards are recommended: 

(1)  Soil amendments should be incorporated to a depth of at least 6 inches at a rate of four cubic 
yards of amended soil per 1,000 square feet. 

(2) Soil amendments should use compost certified by the U.S. Composting Council. 

Sec. 407.47. Maintenance. 

(a) The property owner or association shall be responsible for the maintenance of all landscape areas in 
accordance with the approved landscape or planting plans.  

(b) Upon determination by the County, or County-designated qualified specialist, that a required tree or 
plant is dead or severely damaged or diseased, the tree or plant shall be replaced by the property 
owner or association with the same or equivalent plant material as approved by the County, in 
accordance with the standards specified in this Article.  Irrigation shall be in accordance with Sec. 
407.46.  Establishment irrigation and soil amendments. 

(c) All landscaped areas required as part of a development plan, including buffers, whether in common 
or private ownership, shall be the responsibility of that development's property owners' association. 
Where there is no property owners' association, such landscaped areas shall be the responsibility of 
the property owner.  

(d) Pruning. 

(1) All trees may be pruned to maintain shape and, promote their shade-giving qualities health and 
structure. They should be pruned to, and to remove diseased or dying portions in areas where 
falling limbs could be a hazard to people or property.  

(2) Lower limbs may be removed to provide clearance for pedestrians and vehicles only to avoid 
potential injury or damage where conflicts exist.  In addition, trees located in association with 
vehicular use areas shall also be pruned Such pruning shall only be allowed after the trees have 
adapted to the site, for to allow a maximum seven-foot clearance from ground level to avoid 
potential for damage or injury to both pedestrians and vehicles, after they have adapted to the 
site.  Mature trees overgrowing driveways should be pruned Pruning to allow the passage of 
emergency vehicles may exceed the maximum seven-foot clearance from ground level.   
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(3) However, the eExcessive pruning or, pollarding, lion tailing, of trees into round balls of crown or 
branches, which results in an unnecessary or reduction of shade, to grow allow sunlight to reach 
turfgrasses or sun loving plants shall be prohibited, and may require supplemental plantings.  

(4) All pruning shall be done following the American National Standard for Tree Care Operations 
"Tree, Shrub and Other Woody Plant Management - Standard Practices.” current, most recent 
edition of International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Best Management Practices - Pruning. 

(5) Tree pruning that is inconsistent with this Subsection may be subject to mitigation at up to double 
the rate identified in Chapter 406, Article II, Section 406.13.  

Sec. 407.48. Alternative compliance. 

The provisions of this Article shall be liberally construed to effectively carry out the purpose and the 
intent of the Alachua County Comprehensive Plan and of this Article in the interest of the health, safety, 
and welfare of the residents of the County.  

(a) An applicant may submit a landscape or planting plan which varies from the strict application of 
the requirements of this Article in order to accommodate unique site features or characteristics 
or to utilize innovative design.  

(b) An alternative compliance landscape or planting plan may be approved only upon a finding that 
it fulfills the purpose and intent of the Alachua County Comprehensive Plan and of this Article as 
well as or more effectively than would adherence to the strict requirements.  

(c) In evaluating proposed alternative compliance landscape or planting plans, considerations shall 
be given to proposals which preserve native vegetation, incorporate low impact development 
and stormwater reuse, and use resilient and other low water use landscape design principles 
and where the design ensures the maximum preservation of existing vegetation on the site.  

Sec. 407.49. Certificate of compliance. 

(a) Nonresidential Developments. 

(1) No final Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued until the County has granted final approval 
and acceptance of the installed landscape as well as the protection of existing native 
vegetation. Final approval shall include as-built landscape plan certification from a registered 
landscape architect certifying that:  

a. the landscaping is installed and functioning as intended, that 

b. prohibited and discouraged non-native vegetation listed in Table 406.16.2 has been 
removed, and that 

c. all of the provisions of this Chapter have been met., and  

d. the temporary irrigation system has been registered with the County and removed as 
appropriate, or a permanent system has received proper approval, is maintained free of 
leaks and in compliance with Article VI, Landscape Irrigation and Maintenance Standards 
of the Alachua County Code. 

(2) The landowner shall submit a cCertificate of cCompliance, in a form acceptable by the 
Director, to the County, as a condition of issuance of a cCertificate of oOccupancy. For blocks 
within TODs/TND's, a phasing of landscaping installation may be approved by an 
administrative development plan as an element of the final development plan, or 
administratively after DRC approval, in order to allow the issuance of a certificate occupancy 
for each building separately. 
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(b) Residential and Mixed Use Developments. 

(1) No Certificate of Completion of the Construction Permit shall be issued until the County has 
granted final approval and acceptance of the installed landscape as well as the protection of 
existing native vegetation. Final approval shall include inspection and approval by the County 
Forester and Landscaping Inspector that: 

a. the landscaping is installed and functioning as intended, 

b. prohibited and discouraged non-native vegetation listed in Table 406.16.2 has been 
removed, 

c. that all of the provisions of this Chapter have been met, and 

d. the temporary irrigation system has been registered with the County and removed as 
appropriate, or a permanent system has received proper approval, is maintained free of 
leaks and in compliance with Article VI, Landscape Irrigation and Maintenance Standards 
of the Alachua County Code. 

(2) No Final Acceptance of public infrastructure shall be granted until the County has granted 
final approval and acceptance of the installed landscape as well as the protection of existing 
native vegetation. Final approval shall include as-built landscape plan certification from a 
registered landscape architect certifying that: 

a. the landscaping is installed and functioning as intended,  

b. the temporary irrigation system has been properly removed if after the one year 
establishment period, 

c. prohibited and discouraged non-native vegetation listed in Table 406.16.2 has been 
removed, and  

d. all of the provisions of this Chapter have been met. The landowner shall submit a 
certificate of compliance, in a form acceptable to the County, as a condition of issuance 
of a certificate of occupancy. 

(b)(c) A temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued in those instances where all other site 
improvements except landscape have been completed, and when weather conditions are not 
conducive to planting. Such temporary issuance is subject to the developer certifying in writing 
and posting of an appropriate surety in the amount of one hundred ten (110) percent of the 
certified estimated cost of completion that the required landscaping, as depicted on the 
approved plan, will be installed within a time period acceptable to the County.  

(c)(d) Failure to install or maintain landscaping according to the terms of this Article or any approved 
plan shall constitute a violation of this Article and subject to the remedies and penalties set 
forth in Chapter 409 of this ULDC.  

Sec. 407.50. Appropriate tree plantings. 

(a) The list of trees identified in Table 407.50.1 below includes all those appropriate to Alachua 
County that shall be used to meet the requirements of this Article.  

(b) The list of groundcovers identified in Table 407.50.2 below includes all of those appropriate to 
Alachua County that shall be used to meet the requirements of this Article. 

(c) The planting of non-native vegetation listed in F.A.C. 5B-64.011, Prohibited Aquatic Plants, and 
F.A.C. 5B-57.007, Noxious Weed List, or those species listed in Chapter 406, Article II, Table 
406.16.2 Prohibited Non-Native Vegetation List shall be prohibited. 
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LEGENDS: 

 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:  

All trees on the Alachua County Tree List except pines and palms are suitable for reforestation.  

 LEGEND: 
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ARTICLE VII. TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD AND TRANSIT ORIENTED 
DEVELOPMENTS  

Sec. 407.68. Transit supportive area design standards. 

(a) Block perimeter. 

(1) The TSA in TND and TOD developments shall be designed with a regular block pattern. Blocks 
within the TSA shall have a maximum perimeter consistent with this Section. The perimeter of a 
block shall be measured from the back of curb. Conservation areas, topographic constraints and 
property boundary lines can form the sides of a block. 

 
(2) The extended maximum block perimeter in Table 407.68.1 may be used if the block contains 

parking interior to the block.  

(3) In addition to the extended block, an additional seven hundred (700) feet of block perimeter 
may be allowed where a continuous ten-foot multi-use path with limited vehicular crossings and 
with shade trees alternating forty (40) feet on center is provided. This path forms an internal 
bicycle and pedestrian block that does not exceed the extended perimeter blocks length.  

(4) For projects of one hundred (100) acres or more, maximum block perimeter may be extended 
up to three thousand (3,000) feet if the block contains:  

a. A parking structure with at least one (1) level above surface parking; or  

b. A single tenant retail use greater than twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet with 
parking interior to the block.  

(b) Building orientation and design. In addition to the standards in this section, all non-residential, mixed-
use and multifamily buildings must meet the requirements in Section 407.105 of Article X Building 
Design.  

(1) Orientation and location. 

a. The front of buildings shall be oriented toward the more primary adjacent street. Where a 
building is not adjacent to a street, the front of the building shall be oriented toward a 
greenspace or civic space.  

b. Primary pedestrian entrances to buildings shall be provided and accessible on the front of 
a building with limited exceptions allowed for residential or lodging uses that have units 
fronting a parking area located interior to a block. Primary pedestrian entrances shall be 
designed for access by the public.  

c. Shade along the building frontage shall be provided for pedestrians through architectural 
features such as covered walkways, terraces, balconies, awnings and street trees.  
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(2) Garages. Garages serving single-family or multi-family uses shall provide entries from alleys or 

side streets with anticipated daily traffic volumes of less than one thousand two hundred 
(1,200) AADT wherever practicable. Front-entry garages shall be set back a minimum of ten (10) 
feet behind the primary building line.  

(3) Parking structures. Parking structures shall be designed to allow for commercial, office, civic or 
residential uses lining the structure on the ground floor where the parking structure abuts a 
street. The parking structure shall be designed to integrate seamlessly with surrounding 
development and shall provide pedestrian oriented design on the ground floor abutting a street.  

(4) Colonnades. Roof or overhangs supported by colonnades at or within seven (7) feet of a 
sidewalk shall have a minimum clearance height of nine (9) feet (excluding signage or lighting).  

(5) Existing buildings. Every effort shall be made to meet the TND requirements by appropriately 
incorporating existing buildings into the design of the neighborhood.  

(6) Trash collection facilities. All recycling and trash collection facilities shall be located to the rear 
of buildings or within buildings or parking facilities. All recycling and trash collection facilities 
shall be screened as required by Subsection 407.10(b) of this ULDC.  
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(7) Utilities. Above ground utilities, except for life safety, should be located to the rear and side of 
buildings. All above ground utility access, transfer and conveyance points such as panels, boxes, 
meters, and valves shall be screened from the street and sidewalks through architectural 
features and/or landscaping.  

(c) Parking. 

(1) Off-street surface parking. Off-street surface parking is not required. Where provided, off-street 
surface parking shall meet the standards of the parking schedule in Table 407.68.2. These 
maximums shall not apply to structured parking, park-and ride, and on-street parking.  

 
(2) Parking spaces may be pooled and utilized anywhere within the development.  

a. Off-street surface parking shall be located to the rear of buildings and interior to the block. 
A minimum of seventy-five (75) percent of the perimeter block length shall be lined by 
buildings, excluding access to off-street surface parking. Along any portion of a block not 
lined by buildings, off-street surface parking shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet 
from the back of curb. To screen the parking, between the back of curb and off-street 
parking, there shall be a sidewalk and a plaza with lighting, seating, architectural features, 
landscaping, and low impact design techniques and fifty (50) percent of ground surface 
areas under mature tree canopy at twenty (20) years.  

b. Up to two (2) driveways may be provided per block face. However, no block shall have 
more than six (6) driveways.  

c. Off-street surface parking areas adjacent to a conservation area, topographical constraint, 
or property boundary and not lined by buildings shall provide a minimum of an eight-foot 
wide multi-use path with shade trees alternating forty (40) foot on center. The perimeter 
block length along a conservation area, topographical constraint, or property boundary 
may exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the total block perimeter; however the remainder 
of the block shall be lined by buildings, excluding access to off-street parking.  

d. Off-street parking shall clearly delineate routes for pedestrians and bicycles through 
parking areas to accommodate safe and convenient pedestrian and bicycle circulation 
between uses and create a park-once environment.  

e. A single transitional off-street surface parking area may be allowed per development. The 
perimeter block length shall not exceed the perimeter block length requirements of this 
Article. Plans shall be submitted demonstrating how liner buildings will be provided at a 
future date along with justification why the additional parking is needed and why it cannot 
be provided elsewhere. Within this block, off-street surface parking shall not be located 
closer than twenty-five (25) feet to the back of curb and off street surface parking shall be 
lined by a sidewalk and a plaza with lighting, seating, architectural features, and 
landscaping and fifty (50) percent mature tree canopy at twenty (20) years.  

f. In addition to the single transitional lot, a TOD more than one hundred (100) acres in size is 
allowed one (1) block with parking interior per every one hundred (100) acres where the 
block face is lined by buildings on fifty (50) percent or greater of the block so long as there 
are buildings on three (3) sides of the block face and at least one (1) of the structures on 
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the block is multistory. Off-street surface parking shall be setback at least twenty-five (25) 
feet from the back of curb. To screen the parking, within the setback there shall be a 
sidewalk and a plaza with lighting, seating, architectural features, and landscaping and fifty 
(50) percent mature tree canopy at twenty (20) years.  

g. Single occupant retail uses greater than twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet per 
floor may have parking in front of buildings provided all surface parking and the side and 
rear of the building are screened from adjacent streets by liner buildings. The rear of the 
building for single occupant retail uses between twenty-five thousand (25,000) and fifty 
thousand (50,000) square feet per floor may front a street as long as a functional entrance 
is provided and the architecture of the building provides a pedestrian friendly environment 
in compliance with all design requirements for buildings fronting a street.  

h. Off-street surface parking areas shall be landscaped to reduce heat-island effects, 
stormwater pollution and rate of flow from developed areas, minimize glare, and limit 
noise impacts from automobile uses in accordance with Section 407.43.2(d) Paved 
vehicular use areas.  

1. Off-street parking areas shall contain sufficient canopy trees to produce a mature 
canopy that provides fifty (50) percent shading of paved areas within twenty (20) 
years. Canopy trees are identified in Table 407.50.1 of this Chapter.  

2. The minimum planting area for trees shall be twenty-five (25) square feet. The 
planting area shall be clear of impervious or semi-pervious materials but may include 
additional landscaping materials. Additional semi-pervious areas for trees shall vary 
according to Table 407.68.3. 

3. Planting strips, medians, islands, bulb-outs, or other planting areas may be depressed 
to accommodate stormwater runoff provided stormwater overflow is 
accommodated. 

 
4. The use of semi-pervious materials, such as pavers or porous pavement, is 

encouraged throughout parking areas to maximize the amount of usable space and 
ensure survival of landscaping.  

(3) Vehicular use areas, other than off-street surface parking, shall be located to the rear of 
buildings. Limited exceptions may be allowed for loading areas separated from through traffic 
by a physical barrier.  

(d) Roadway network design. 

(1) In order to provide for pedestrian oriented design along existing corridors, streets that are 
proposed parallel to existing roadways, without intervening buildings, shall be restricted to a 
cross section width of forty-eight (48) feet from curb face to curb face. In no such case shall 
angled parking be provided on both sides of the a new two-way street.  
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(2) Notwithstanding the requirements in Subsection 407.68(d)(1), developments with a valid 
preliminary development plan or planned development that identifies street and block locations 
and was approved prior to November 10, 2020 may provide street and block locations 
consistent with the approved preliminary development plan or planned development.  

(3) Roadways within the transit supportive area shall be considered functionally classified as local 
roadway and shall be designed consistent with Table 407.68.4 and the standards in this Section. 
This Section does not include arterial and collector roadways on the Future Highway Function 
Classification Map which shall be designed consistent with the standards in Article XIII, Access 
Management and Street Network Standards; this Section may apply if a design exception or 
variance is approved by the County Engineer in accordance with the Florida Greenbook.  

a. All roadways within the transit supportive area shall provide curb-and-gutter on both sides 
of the roadway. The use of curb-cuts and other low impact design techniques shall be 
encouraged and allowed.  

b. All roadways within the transit supportive area shall provide street trees. Standards for 
street tree planting shall be consistent with Subsection 407.43.1(b) 407.43.2(b) of this 
Chapter. Street trees may be provided in bulb-outs.  

c. In the transit supportive area sidewalks shall be provided on both sides of streets. The DRC 
may approve a cross-section that includes a sidewalk on only one (1) side of a street in 
limited situations where a single sidewalk would not reduce pedestrian circulation. 
Streetscape elements within the transit supportive area shall include pedestrian scale 
lighting, street furniture, waste receptacles, locational maps, planters, and street trees. 
Required minimum sidewalk widths are:  

1. Eight (8) feet for single-family attached/multi-family/nonresidential (excluding 
commercial);  

2. Ten (10) feet for commercial/mixed use; and  

3. Single-family detached areas shall provide either six-foot sidewalks on both sides of 
streets or a single ten-foot multiuse path if the front of the homes are oriented to the 
path.  

d. Innovative traffic calming techniques, except along roadways identified on the Future 
Highways Functional Classification Map of the Comprehensive Plan, are allowed along 
roadways and at intersections within the development. Techniques may include raised 
intersections, woonerfs (streets where pedestrians and cyclists have legal priority using 
techniques including shared space, traffic calming and low speed limits), shared multi-
modal spaces with reduced markings and signage in addition to other innovations that 
enhance pedestrian and bicycle mobility. For publicly-maintained roadways projected to 
carry more than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) daily trips, traffic calming techniques 
shall be limited to horizontal deflections.  

e. Priority shall be given to the design of roadway, transit, bicycle, pedestrian facilities, and 
required landscaping in the allocation of space within the right-of way. Where location of 
utilities conflicts with the priority considerations, utilities shall be located outside the right-
of-way. 
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(4) Table 407.68.4 does not preclude the development of one-way streets. The design of one-way 
streets, alleys and streets featuring dedicated transit lanes shall be reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis. One-way streets shall have a pavement width between twelve (12) and fourteen (14) feet.  

(5) Cross access and stub streets shall be provided in order that the general block pattern of the 
development can be continued on adjacent properties upon development or redevelopment.  

(6) On-street parking. 

a. Defined on-street parking shall be provided on the majority of block faces within the 
transit supportive area, and is allowed throughout the rest of the development. Bulb-outs 
and curb extensions shall be provided at a maximum interval of two hundred (200) feet. 
For block faces less than two hundred (200) feet, a bulb-out shall be provided at both ends 
of the block face.  

b. On through collector and arterial roadways with a projected AADT greater than five 
thousand (5,000) trips angled on-street parking shall be accessed via a drive aisle 
separated from through traffic by a landscaped median.  

Parallel on-street parking or angled parking accessed by a drive-aisle separated from 
through traffic by a landscaped median are allowed and encouraged on arterial and 
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collector roadways so long as it can be done in a safe manner that does not negatively 
impact the operations of the facility.  

c. The use of semi-pervious materials, such as pavers or porous pavement, is encouraged 
within on-street parking areas to reduce stormwater runoff and delineate parking areas.  

(7) External connectivity. Street stubs shall be provided to adjacent open land and adjacent 
developed parcels other than platted subdivisions to provide for future connections. Signs shall 
be posted, at the expense of the developer, advising residents of the intent and purpose of the 
stubbed street. Cul-de-sacs shall be permitted only where environmental concerns or existing 
platted development makes a street connection impracticable. Cul-de-sacs shall not exceed two 
hundred fifty (250) feet in length and shall be accessed from a street providing internal or 
external connectivity.  

(8) Utilities. 

a. Underground utilities are to be compressed to minimize right-of-way width, allow 
adequate space for street trees and provide for the visual definition of the street. 
Appropriate utilities shall be allowed to be placed in joint trenches.  

b. All above ground utility access, transfer and conveyance points such as panels, boxes, 
meters, and valves shall be screened from the street and sidewalks through architectural 
features and/or landscaping.  

c. Pressurized lines are allowed to be placed under roadways not shown on the Future 
Highway Functional Classifications Map of the Comprehensive Plan—and on roadways 
projected to carry less than fifteen thousand (15,000) daily trips.  

(e) Transit network design. 

(1) For developments contiguous with a rapid transit corridor, dedicated transit lane(s) for use by 
transit vehicles or fixed guide-way rail lines for streetcars or light rail shall be provided within or 
adjacent to the development consistent with the rapid transit corridor map. Dedicated transit 
lanes for buses shall be designed as concrete ribbon drives with raised curbs in a median or in 
right-of-way separated from motor vehicle travel lanes, except on bridges. Dedicated transit 
lanes shall be designed and constructed in such a manner that they cannot be used for motor 
vehicle travel, other than transit vehicles. Multi-lane roadways in-lieu of dedicated lanes may be 
provided within the transit supportive area for developments that can demonstrate future 
transit headways of ten (10) minutes can be maintained and feature either block lengths that 
average one thousand two hundred (1,200) perimeter feet or less or include fixed guide-way rail 
lines. Regional transit system (RTS) shall be a reviewing entity along with the County and FDOT 
along state roadways.  

(2) Developments contiguous with the portion of the express transit corridor along Tower Road 
shall provide either site related turn out facilities (bus bays) or dedicated lane(s). Regional 
transit system (RTS) shall be a reviewing entity along with the County and FDOT along state 
roadways.  

(3) For developments contiguous with a rapid transit corridor, a park and ride facility shall be 
provided within or adjacent to the development in close proximity to the transit station 
consistent with the rapid transit corridor map. Park and ride facilities shall be designed for 
shared evening and weekend use by the development. Park and rides shall be designed in 
accordance with block, street tree and pedestrian facility requirements of this ULDC and are 
encouraged to be screened by liner buildings. The size of the park and ride facility shall be based 
on projected demand as the relative to the size and location of the development. Park and ride 
facilities shall be coordinated and jointly planned where developments are directly adjacent. 
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Regional transit system (RTS) shall be a reviewing entity along with the County and FDOT along 
state roadways.  

(4) For developments contiguous with a rapid transit corridor, a principal transit station shall be 
provided adjacent to the corridor within the village center. The transit station shall be of 
sufficient size and scale to accommodate the projected ridership from the development. Transit 
stations shall feature solid roofs and protection from the elements along the perimeter of the 
station through architectural features. The transit station shall be architecturally integrated with 
the development. The transit station shall provide lighting, seating, waste receptacles, kiosk 
with maps and route information, a route map, a digital display indicating arrival times and a 
means to provide air circulation and cooling within the station. The station shall include a facility 
for purchasing transit passes. The transit station should be integrated with retail uses or provide 
adequate space for future retail uses.  

(5) For developments contiguous with a rapid transit corridor, smaller transit stations which feature 
solid roofs, some protection from the elements, lighting, seating, route maps and a digital 
display indicating arrival times are encouraged to be located along the corridor and are required 
if more than a one-quarter (0.25) mile from the principal transit station. The transit station 
should be integrated with retail uses or provide adequate space for future retail uses.  

(f) Charging stations. A minimum provision of one (1) Level 2 Vehicle Charging Station (240v) per every 
ten (10) multi-family units shall be provided in new TND and TOD development with a multi-family 
component.

Sec. 407.70. Open space and landscaping. 

(a) Open space. Open space shall be provided consistent with Article V of this Chapter.  

(b) Landscaping. 

(1) All TNDs and TODs shall submit a landscape plan consistent with Section 407.41 and Subsection 
407.42(a) Article IV Landscaping of this Chapter., with the following exceptions:  

(2) Project boundary buffers. 

a. Where new TND or TOD development abuts existing single-family detached residential 
development the following shall apply:  

1. For proposed development that abuts a portion of an existing development of lots in 
excess of twenty thousand (20,000) square feet, the minimum size for abutting lots 
shall be twenty thousand (20,000) square feet with a minimum lot width of one 
hundred ten (110) feet.  

2. For proposed development that abuts a portion of an existing development of lots 
between ten thousand (10,000) and twenty thousand (20,000) square feet, the 
minimum size for abutting lots shall be ten thousand (10,000) square feet with a 
minimum lot width of eighty (80) feet.  

3. For proposed development that abuts a portion of existing single-family detached 
lots of less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet, the TND or TOD shall provide 
buffer uses and lot sizes consistent with the R-1a zoning district.  

4. In lieu of providing the minimum lot size or width for the abutting lots as stated 
above in i, ii and iii, a minimum of a 50-foot wide medium density landscaped buffer, 
as provided in Section 407.43 of this Chapter may be utilized.  
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b. Where new development in a TND or TOD abuts existing industrial development, the new 
development shall provide a 45-foot high density buffer as defined in Table 407.43.2 of this 
Chapter.  

c. Project boundary buffers shall not be located on individual lots. No structures are 
permitted in project boundary buffers except fire hydrants, concrete valve markers, 
underground utility markers, switches, bus shelters or benches, incidental signs not 
exceeding two (2) square feet in area, and screening. No parking is allowed in project 
boundary buffers.  

d. Project boundary buffers may include portions of the stormwater management system so 
long as the character and intent of the buffer is not diminished. At a minimum, the buffer 
shall include all of the required plantings at the normal grade of the site at the property 
line.  

e. Pedestrian access through a buffer to adjacent uses may be permitted. Trails within a 
buffer may be permitted provided the character and intent of the buffer is not diminished.  

f. Utility lines may cross the buffer provided that the amount of buffer compromised is 
minimized while maintaining the specified number of plantings required in Table 407.43.2 
of this Chapter.  

g. No internal buffers shall be required within TODs and TNDs. Where the potential for 
adverse impact exists, landscaping, building separation and lot layout shall be utilized to 
minimize impacts by adjacent uses.  

(3) Roadway buffers. The following types of roadway buffers shall be required (road classifications 
are provided in the transportation mobility element of the Comprehensive Plan). Any vegetation 
planted near driveway and road intersections shall be selected so that the area defined by the 
FDOT sight triangle shall remain clear.  

a. Interstate I-75 buffers. All TNDs and TODs shall provide a 25-foot wide medium density 
buffer along the entire project boundary adjacent to the I-75 right-of-way consistent with 
Subsection 407.43(a). Screening shall not be required. Existing natural vegetation and 
street trees provided within an adjacent roadway or along a multi-use trail may be used to 
fulfill the landscaping requirement where such existing natural vegetation is of sufficient 
height or can be augmented to reach a sufficient height and opacity to provide an effective 
visual buffer.  

b. Arterial street buffers. All developments located along an arterial street shall be required 
to provide one of the following buffers along the entire street frontage:  

1. Three (3) canopy trees per one hundred (100) linear feet of property frontage, 
located within a ten-foot wide landscape buffer; or  

2. Two (2) canopy trees and two (2) understory trees per one hundred (100) linear feet 
of property frontage, located within a ten-foot wide landscape buffer; or  

3. Under utility lines only, four (4) understory trees per one hundred (100) linear feet of 
property frontage, located within a ten-foot wide landscape buffer.  

4. Arterial street buffers may average ten (10) feet in width provided that no portion of 
the street buffer shall be less than five (5) feet in width.  

5. Where the fronts of buildings are oriented towards an arterial street the buffer 
requirements are as follows:  
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(A) A 15-foot buffer from the back of curb along arterials with landscaping as 
required in Subsections 1., 2., [and] 3. above;  

(B) A buffer based on clear recovery areas from the edge of pavement along 
rural section arterial streets with landscaping as required in Subsections 1., 
2., [and] 3. above.  

(C) Sidewalks shall be located between the buffer and the front of the 
building. Existing sidewalks more than six hundred sixty (660) feet in length 
shall be relocated between the buffer and the front of buildings where the 
required buffer widths do not presently exist. Sidewalks shall be twelve 
(12) feet in width along arterials.  

(D) Parallel on-street parking or angled parking accessed by a drive-aisle 
separated from through traffic by a landscaped median is allowed and 
encouraged so long as it can be done in a safe manner that does not 
negatively impact the operations of the arterial or collector.  

(E) Buildings shall be set-back between twenty-five (25) and forty (40) feet 
from the back of curb on urban section streets and edge of pavement on 
rural section streets.  

c. Measurements. 

1. All roadway buffers excluding Subsection 407.70(c)(3)b.v. shall be measured from the 
future right-of-way line determined during development plan review, unless 
additional public utility easement is required between the right-of-way line and the 
buffer to provide utility clearance.  

2. If a street is platted but has not been constructed, it shall be buffered and treated as 
a street, even where no pavement currently exists.  

3. Vehicular access easements shall not be treated as a street, but shall be buffered as a 
project boundary buffer outside the easement area. The buffer may be provided on 
either side of the easement.  

(4) Required tree plantings in pedestrian walkways. Areas dedicated to pedestrian circulation that 
are not coincident with a street shall have canopy trees spaced no more than an average of 
forty (40) feet on-center on alternating sides of the walkways. 

(5) Landscape design of stormwater management facilities. All surface stormwater management 
facilities located within the village center area of TNDs and TODs shall be designed to meet the 
criteria of Chapter 407 Article IX, Stormwater Management Facilities. Landscaping shall be 
provided consistent with Section 407.43.2 of this Chapter. 

(6) Utility service. 

a. Proposed overhead or underground utility service facilities shall be designed to provide 
clearance from the mature height of trees and landscaping proposed on the landscape 
plan. 

b. Existing overhead or underground utility service facilities shall be considered in the design 
of the landscaping to provide clearance from the mature height of trees and landscaping. 

c. Any vegetation within a public utility easement shall conform to accepted vegetation 
management standards. In all cases the minimum requirements of this Article shall be met. 

(7) Required plant materials, installation, irrigation, and maintenance. All TODs and TNDs shall 
meet the requirements of Section 407.44 through Section 407.47 of this Chapter. 
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ARTICLE IX. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

Sec. 407.92. Relationship to project design. 

(a) General. Stormwater areas shall be designed in the context of the site design for the entire
subdivision or other development. Careful consideration shall be given to the layout of basins and
stormwater management areas to optimize treatment, aesthetics, and groupings of trees. Basins and
stormwater management systems shall be designed to blend into public greenspaces and shall
resemble natural areas to the greatest extent possible.

(b) General design criteria.

(1) An area equivalent to at least twenty-five (25) percent of the area of the entire basin, including
the shoulders and maintenance area, shall be landscaped using native vegetation, excluding sod.
In addition, a minimum of one (1) shade tree shall be planted for every thirty-five (35) linear
feet, or part thereof, of basin perimeter. Spacing of trees may be closer when trees are planted
in groups for aesthetic effect. Certified apparently weed free sod shall be used.

(2) Retention/detention basins shall be of irregular shape and shall have no parallel sides, unless
approved by the County Engineer, in which case additional landscaping and barriers may be
required.

(3) When possible, the inflow and outflow locations of basins must be located on opposite ends of
the basin to provide for optimal treatment. Flow paths and mixing within basins shall be
maximized. For wet-detention systems, the length to width ratio shall be 2:1, which may be
accomplished through the use of a diversion structure.

(4) Erosive velocities shall be reduced through the use of adequate controls.

(5) Drainage easements provided for swales that convey stormwater runoff between two (2)
privately owned lots shall be designed and be of sufficient width to adequately convey runoff to
the stormwater master basin. Stormwater conveyance swales must be located entirely within
these easements.

(c) Fenced basins.

(1) The following basin design conditions will require fencing:

a. Basins with a depth greater than four (4) feet, as measured from the basin bottom to the
control elevation, with slopes steeper than 6H:1V.

b. Basins without a controlled outfall, if the design high-water elevation for the design storm
is greater than four (4) feet and the side slopes are steeper than 6H:1V, except where the
side slopes are shallower than 6H:1V to a depth that is at least four-foot lower than the
design high-water elevation.

c. Wet detention basins with a normal pool depth six (6) feet or greater, except where the
side slopes are shallower than 6H:1V to a depth that is at least four-foot lower than the
permanent-pool elevation.

d. All fences must be a minimum height of four (4) feet and have a 14-foot-wide gate that
allows easy access for maintenance equipment.

(2) Basins that require a fence and are to be dedicated to the County for maintenance will require a
minimum 12-foot maintenance path and vegetative strip between the fence and the basin. The
landscaped area should be no less than nine (9) feet wide at its most narrow point. Maintenance
strips shall have a maximum slope of 8H:1V.



 

 
 
 Page 55 of 56 
 

(3) Fencing will be aesthetically pleasing and meet all safety requirements as put forth by the 
Florida Department of Transportation's Design Standards for Design, Construction, Maintenance 
and Utility Operations on the State Highway System. If chain-link fencing is used, an additional 
five-foot wide area outside the fence shall be landscaped with at least three (3) shade trees, two 
(2) understory trees, eight (8) large shrubs, and thirteen (13) small shrubs for every one hundred 
(100) feet or part thereof of fencing.  

(4) The following basin design conditions do not require fencing:  

a. Basins with a depth less than or equal to four (4) feet, as measured from the basin bottom 
to the control elevation.  

b. Basins designed to be "dry" with side slopes no steeper than 6H:1V, regardless of basin 
depth.  

c. Wet detention basins with a maximum pool depth less than six (6) feet and side slopes no 
steeper than 6H:1V to a depth of four (4) feet below the control elevation. From this 
elevation to the basin bottom a maximum side slope of 2H:1V is permissible.  
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PART III - UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
TITLE 40 - LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

CHAPTER 410. – DEFINITIONS 

ARTICLE III. DEFINED TERMS 

Keystone plant species: A native plant species that is critical to the food web and necessary for many 
wildlife species to complete their life cycle.  

Paved ground surface vehicular use area: Any paved ground surface area (excepting public rights-of-way) 
used for the purpose of driving, parking, storing or displaying of vehicles, boats, trailers and mobile 
homes, including new and used car lots and other open-lot uses. Parking structures, covered drive-in 
parking areas to the drip line of the covering or garages shall not be considered as paved ground surface 
vehicular use areas. 

Root paths: Narrow trenches under pavement filled with root zone media, which are used to guide roots 
out of confined planting areas. 

Root zone: The area of soil that is provided for the growth of tree roots.  The root zone shall consist of 
root zone media except under structural paved surfaces, where a variety of techniques are suitable, 
including but not limited to structural soil, structural root box cells, root paths, and soil trenches. 

Root zone media: The appropriate soil structure and texture to accommodate healthy root growth for 
required landscaping. The minimum components of rootzone media are uncompacted soil (bulk density 
less than 1.50 g/cc in loam, 1.70 g/cc sand, or 1.40 g/cc clay soil) devoid of seeds of invasive exotic 
species and of pH 5.5 to 6.5, composted leaf mold or peat moss, and well-graded, medium angular sand 
(0.50 to 0.25 mm). The natural topsoil of the site qualifies if the above qualities exist.    

Root zone volume: A measurement of the cubic feet amount of root zone soil provided for the growth of 
tree roots. The soil volumes shall be accessible to the tree roots to be considered part of the root zone 
volume. 

Soil bulk density: A measure of soil compaction expressed as the mass of soil per unit of volume. 

Soil compaction: Compression of the soil resulting in a reduction of the total pore space, especially the 
macropores (air-filled spaces between soil particles) and micropores (which fill with water). 

Soil trenches: Trenches under reinforced structural slabs filled with root zone media compacted to a 
maximum 80 percent proctor, which are used to guide roots out of confined planting areas. 

Structural root box cells: Fiberglass-reinforced polypropylene structures including frames and decks 
designed to support pavement loads and hold root zone media for the purpose of supporting tree 
growth. 

Structural soil: A designed medium that can meet or exceed pavement design and installation 
requirements while remaining root penetrable and supportive of tree growth. 
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