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Request

• Special Exception for Outdoor Recreation (Sec. 404.64 ULDC)

• Limited use standards exceeded (sq. ft. of permanent structures & 

lighting/audio system)

• Facility will have multiple racquet sport courts, covered pavilions, 

clubhouse and concessions area.



Background

• Site was previously owned by YMCA; previous SUP allowed 60,000 sq. ft. 

recreational facility

• SUP rescinded when new developer purchased this parcel 

• Parcel subsequently left out of TND development; now has new 

ownership
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Outdoor recreation (Comp Plan)

• Objective 6.2 FLUE lists outdoor, active recreation as allowed use:

Outdoor recreation: Outdoor recreation uses include public or private golf courses, 
tennis courts, ball courts, ball fields and similar outdoor sports and uses that are not in 
enclosed buildings. This shall also include any accessory uses, such as snack bars, pro 
shops, clubhouses, country clubs, maintenance buildings or similar uses that are 
designed and intended primarily for the use of patrons of the principal recreational use 
or for the maintenance and servicing of the facilities. This definition shall not include 
entertainment and recreation uses such as amusement parks, miniature golf, race car 
tracks or motocross facilities or similar motorized sports.
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Noise mitigation

• Following public comment and discussions with staff the applicant 

agreed to move pickleball courts westward and install “acoustic wraps” 

to mitigate potential noise impacts (Condition 12).



Example of pickleball courts with “acoustic wrapping”



Proposed Conditions

Staff’s proposed conditions include:

• Hours of operation

• Maximum sq. ft. of enclosed building area

• Lighting/audio systems

• Development plan approval requirement

• Parking requirement

• Perimeter buffering

• Sound mitigation



Proposed Conditions

1) This Special Exception shall allow an outdoor recreation facility on parcel number 07089-002-000.

2) Hours of operation shall be Monday – Sunday, 7:00 am – 9:00 pm.

3) A maximum of 6,500 sq. ft. of enclosed building area shall be allowed. Up to 50% of this sq. ft. may be used 

for food and beverage service and the sale of items related to the on-site sporting activities. Food and 

beverage service and the sale of items related to the on-site sporting activities shall be ancillary and 

accessory in nature and limited to structure(s) within the Outdoor Recreation Area as identified on the 

Special Exception Master Plan.

4) Outdoor lighting shall comply with Chapter 407, Article XIV. No outdoor lighting (except security lighting) 

shall occur after 11:00 pm or before 7:00 am.

5) Any audio system used shall be controlled to comply with Table 1 of Sec. 110.04 in the Alachua County 

Code.



Proposed Conditions (cont’d)

6) Proposed site improvements shall be consistent with the Special Exception Master Plan, which delineates the 

approximate location of all on-site uses. The minimum distance of the Outdoor Recreation Area to adjacent property 

lines shall be 50 feet.

7) Development Plan approval shall be required for proposed on-site improvements.

8) The existing pedestrian trail network shall be maintained as a fitness trail and will be open to the public.

9) A 50-foot wide natural vegetative buffer shall be maintained along all property lines and shall retain all existing canopy 

trees. A pedestrian trail network is also a permitted use in this area.

10) Between 50 to 70 paved parking spaces shall be provided on site within the Vehicular Use Area as shown on the 

Special Exception Master Plan. Additional overflow grass parking is also permitted as shown on the Special Exception 

Master Plan.

11) Sports courts may be covered with overhead canopies.

12) A minimum 10-foot tall fence with acoustic wraps (designed to achieve a minimum sound attenuation of 24 decibels) 

shall be installed around pickleball courts.



Staff recommendation

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend that 

the Board of County Commissioners approve Z24-000007 with the 

bases and conditions as listed in the staff report.



Staff bases for approval

• Objective 6.2 of FLU Element (uses in Rural/Ag land use)

• Objective 1.4 of Recreation Element (encouraging the provision of 

rec sites by private sector)

• Sec. 404.64 of ULDC (outdoor rec standards)

• Sec. 402.113 of ULDC (special exception criteria for approval)
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