Business Impact Estimate

Alachua County,
Florida

Proposed Ordinance Title:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ALACHUA
COUNTY FLORIDA AMENDING THE ALACHUA COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES,
TITLE 40, RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF THE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF
LAND IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREA OF ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA;
INCLUDING AMENDMENTS RELATED TO LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW
DEVELOPMENTS IN CHAPTER 407 ARTICLE IV LANDSCAPING, ARTICLE VII
TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD AND TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENTS, ARTICLE
IX STORMWATER MANAGEMENT; AND CHAPTER 410 ARTICLE IIl DEFINED TERMS.

This Business Impact Estimate is provided in accordance with section 125.66(3),
Florida Statutes. If one or more boxes are checked below, this means Alachua County
is of the opinion that a business impact estimate is not required by state law' for the
proposed ordinance and no additional information is provided on the following pages.
This Business Impact Estimate may be revised following its initial posting.

Choose applicable exemption box(s) if the proposed ordinance:

|:| is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation.
|:| relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt.

|:| relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including revenue sources
necessary to fund the budget.

is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not limited to,
any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other financial assistance
accepted by the municipal government.

|:| is an emergency ordinance.

|:| relates to procurement.

is enacted to implement any of the following:

a. Development orders and development permits as authorized by the Florida
Local Government Development Agreement Act in ss. 163.3220 - 163.3243.

b. Comprehensive Plan Amendments or land development regulation
amendments initiated by an application by a private party other than the County.

c. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community
development districts;

d. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code;

e. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.

! See Section 125.66(3)(c), Florida Statutes.
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1. Summary of the proposed ordinance (must include a statement of the public purpose, such
as serving the public health, safety, morals and welfare):

The proposed ordinance will revise existing sections of the County's ULDC related to landscaping requirements for new
development. It will implement policies related to landscaping in the Future Land Use, Transportation Mobility,
Conservation and Open Space, Stormwater Management, Economic, Public School Facilities, and Energy Elements of
the Alachua County Comprehensive Plan.

The public purposes as stated in the proposed ordinance are:

(a) Enhance natural areas and diverse native plant communities.

(b) Conserve and protect water resources through resilient landscaping that requires little to no supplemental irrigation or
additional inputs (fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides) once established.

(c) Contribute to urban forest tree canopy that mitigates the urban heat island effect.

(d) Reduce stormwater pollution, temperature, and rate of flow from developed areas, and disconnect impervious
surfaces to mimic natural site hydrology through low impact design/green stormwater infrastructure.

(e) Calm traffic and increase the comfort and safety of walking and biking as alternative forms of transportation.
(f) Facilitate continuity of on-site and off-site open space and greenway systems.

(g) Promote local food systems through the use of edible landscaping.

(h) Protect visual and acoustical privacy, and attenuate noise and glare.

2. An estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit
businesses in Alachua County, if any:
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur;
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses will be
financially responsible; and
(c) An estimate of the County’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues from any new
charges or fees to cover such costs.

(a) No direct compliance costs for businesses;
(b) No new charges or fees;
(c) Development plan application fees are predetermined by the fee schedule.
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3. Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the
proposed ordinance:

The proposed ordinance only applies to applications for new development plans. Therefore
the number of businesses likely to be impacted is dependent on the number of development
plan applications submitted to the County. Based on this, it is estimated that approximately
10-20 businesses could likely be impacted.

4. Additional information the governing body deems useful, if any:

Alachua County Staff notified and solicited comments from residents regarding the proposed
ordinance by posting on Alachua County public notice website, contacting through direct
emails, and at public workshops of the County's Environmental Protection Advisory
Committee and Citizen Climate Action Committee. The proposed ordinance was also
presented and comments solicited on multiple occasions to the Builders Association of North
Central Florida. Focused input was also solicited from local landscape architects.
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