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Joint Infrastructure Surtax Projects Application

Please complete one form for each proposed project. Please check one:

U Wild Spaces & Public Places (not to exceed $333,333)
Infrastructure (not to exceed $333,333)
Municipality: Clty Of ArCher

Charles A. (Tony) Hammond
252-370-3432

Primary Contact First/Last Name:

Primary Contact Daytime Phone Number:

thammond@cityofarcher.com

Primary Contact Email Address:

Archer Community Center, Maddox Park

Name of Project:

17100 SW Archer Road, Archer, Fl. 32618
Estimated Project Cost: $ 900’000

08/2024

Project Address/Location:

06/2025

Estimated Start Date: Estimated Completion Date:

Who will benefit from the project:

The educational benefits and the public awareness that will be created from the construction of
the Holly Hills Community Center will be significant. Our town has been a town divided by
race, yet one that has been making great strides in recent years to bridge that divide. Having a
community center in this part of town will encourage citizens from other neighborhoods to
come to Holly Hills and experience what the community has to offer in terms of history, culture,
and the arts. The recreational opportunities for bonding through basketball games can provide
a wonderful forum for our community to educate citizens about the African American heritage
of Archer. In addition, the proposed project will build stronger communities through investment
in the historically African American Holly Hills neighborhood by providing a place for the
community to gather indoors. It will further promote a healthy environment for the children of
the community to have a safe, enclosed place to participate in organized sports. The facility
will serve a dual purpose of a meeting hall and a basketball. court. Currently, there is no
similar facility in the Holly Hill community for residents to gather.



Local Significance of Project to your Municipality:

The proposed project is the construction of the Holly Hills Community Center in Archer, Florida.
The Holly Hills neighborhood is the birthplace of the “Archer Nine Devils.” They were the first
Negro baseball team in Archer.

With few ways to spend time, many of the young men played sports. The Archer Nine Devils
played ball on a sandlot within the neighborhood. The team found themselves playing against
such baseball legends as Hank Aaron, who went on to play for the Milwaukee Braves. Mr.
Aaron had been brought in from Jacksonville to play on an All-Star team against the Archer Nine
Devils. Others on the team signed with the Cincinnati Reds or tried out with the Minnesota
Twins without playing college baseball.

Inside the City limits life was a little different for the blacks leading up to and during the 1970's.
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County-Wide Significance of Project (optional — attach plans/drawings/maps):

The educational benefits and the public awareness that will be created from the construction of
the Holly Hills Community Center will be significant. Our town has been a town divided by race,
yet one that has been making great strides in recent years to bridge that divide. Having a
community center in this part of town will encourage citizens from other neighborhoods to come
to Holly Hills and experience what the community has to offer in terms of history, culture, and
the arts. The recreational opportunities for bonding through basketball games can provide a
wonderful forum for our community to educate citizens about the African-American heritage of
Archer.

The proposed project will build stronger communities through investment in the
historically-African American Holly Hills neighborhood by providing a place for the community to
gather indoors. It will further promote a healthy environment for children of the community to
have a safe, enclosed place to participate in organized sports. The facility will serve a dual
purpose of a meeting hall and a basketball court. Currently, there is no similar facility in the
Holly Hill community for residents to gather.
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	Text3: The educational benefits and the public awareness that will be created from the construction of the Holly Hills Community Center will be significant. Our town has been a town divided by race, yet one that has been making great strides in recent years to bridge that divide. Having a community center in this part of town will encourage citizens from other neighborhoods to come to Holly Hills and experience what the community has to offer in terms of history, culture, and the arts. The recreational opportunities for bonding through basketball games can provide a wonderful forum for our community to educate citizens about the African American heritage of Archer. In addition, the proposed project will build stronger communities through investment in the historically African American Holly Hills neighborhood by providing a place for the community to gather indoors. It will further promote a healthy environment for the children of the community to have a safe, enclosed place to participate in organized sports. The facility will serve a dual purpose of a meeting hall and a basketball. court. Currently, there is no similar facility in the Holly Hill community for residents to gather.

	Text4: The proposed project is the construction of the Holly Hills Community Center in Archer, Florida. The Holly Hills neighborhood is the birthplace of the “Archer Nine Devils.” They were the first Negro baseball team in Archer.
With few ways to spend time, many of the young men played sports. The Archer Nine Devils played ball on a sandlot within the neighborhood. The team found themselves playing against such baseball legends as Hank Aaron, who went on to play for the Milwaukee Braves. Mr. Aaron had been brought in from Jacksonville to play on an All-Star team against the Archer Nine Devils. Others on the team signed with the Cincinnati Reds or tried out with the Minnesota Twins without playing college baseball. 
Inside the City limits life was a little different for the blacks leading up to and during the 1970's. There were still doors and water fountains labeled black and white. The thought that "blacks have their place" was still evident and sometimes clearly displayed. There was a divide between Holly Hills and the rest of Archer that took another 20 years for progress to be made. The Archer Negro High School (now Archer Elementary School) is located near Holly Hills. Shiloh Baptist Church in the neighborhood recently celebrated its 154th Anniversary. A lot of history hails from Holly Hills.

	Text5: The educational benefits and the public awareness that will be created from the construction of the Holly Hills Community Center will be significant. Our town has been a town divided by race, yet one that has been making great strides in recent years to bridge that divide. Having a community center in this part of town will encourage citizens from other neighborhoods to come to Holly Hills and experience what the community has to offer in terms of history, culture, and the arts. The recreational opportunities for bonding through basketball games can provide a wonderful forum for our community to educate citizens about the African-American heritage of Archer.

The proposed project will build stronger communities through investment in the historically-African American Holly Hills neighborhood by providing a place for the community to gather indoors. It will further promote a healthy environment for children of the community to
have a safe, enclosed place to participate in organized sports. The facility will serve a dual purpose of a meeting hall and a basketball court. Currently, there is no similar facility in the Holly Hill community for residents to gather.


