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DRAFT 

Rural Concerns Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

April 15, 2025 

4:00 pm 

Extension Auditorium 

22712 W Newberry Road, Newberry, FL 32669 

1. Call to Order 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  

In person: Dr. Rodney Clouser (Chair), Micky McMillan (Vice Chair), Jacobi Bedenfield, Lyman 

Conover, Janet Hearn, John Nix, Missy Norman, Dr. Cindy Sanders, Amy Van Scoik  

Virtual: Tyrone Johnson 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Brent Weisman 

STAFF PRESENT: 

Ken McMurry, Senior Planner, Growth Management 

Ivy Bell, Senior Planner, Growth Management 

PUBLIC PRESENT: 

None  

Chair Clouser called the meeting to order at 4:05 pm.  There were 8 members present in 

person and one present virtually, which was confirmed to satisfy the requirement for at least 

a quorum under County Advisory Board Guidelines.  He said that there were no members of 

the public present but that, if any arrived, public comment would be taken at the appropriate 

points on the agenda.   

Ms. Norman joined the meeting at 4:06 pm. 

Chair Clouser said that Mr. Johnson had made a request to the County Equal Opportunity 

Office for a disability accommodation, which was approved, so he is attending virtually today.  

He said that the Committee had previously stopped offering a virtual option in 2023 but 

requests for a disability accommodation could be made to the County EO office.   He said that 

Mr. Johnson as Alternate member can vote today. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

Chair Clouser asked for a motion to approve the agenda.  Motion was made by Mr. Nix to 

approve the agenda; seconded by Ms. Norman. 

ACTION: Motion passed unanimously. 
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3. New Business 

3.1 County Comprehensive Plan Evaluation and Update – Ken McMurry, Senior Planner, 

Growth Management 

Mr. McMurry gave a presentation on the County Comprehensive Plan Evaluation and 

Update including an overview of the County’s comprehensive plan and elements, future 

land use map and urban cluster, planning and zoning process, state requirements for 

comprehensive plan and evaluation, and the County’s local process including issues 

scoping, plan amendments, and timeline.  He said that a major component is public 

outreach and input, that any recommendations or comments are welcome today, and 

that staff can also follow up in the coming months.   

There were questions and discussion from Committee members regarding public notice 

of zoning, land use, and development plan proposals, and the process and timeline for 

their approval.  There were additional questions and discussion regarding the 

comprehensive plan and the frequency of evaluation and updates, the County’s urban 

growth boundary, continuation of support for local agriculture and small farms, current 

rural and agricultural policies, intergovernmental coordination, and maintaining the 

contribution of agriculture to the local economy.  Mr. McMurry shared on the screen 

and discussed agriculture-related adopted comprehensive plan policies and the future 

land use map. 

Ms. Norman asked for staff assistance in highlighting areas of the comprehensive plan 

related to agriculture; Mr. McMurry said staff could excerpt those sections and follow 

up with the Committee.  Chair Clouser asked that the County’s new Agricultural 

Economic Development Coordinator visit RCAC soon regarding relevant policy review 

and updates; Mr. McMurry said he would reach out to them about that. 

4. Old Business 

4.1 Confirm RCAC 2025 meeting dates 

Chair Clouser said the Committee needs to plan its meeting breaks for this year.  He 

asked Ms. McMillan to temporarily take over as Chair and she agreed. 

Chair Clouser moved that the Committee not meet in June, September, and December 

this year unless there is an urgent need to address; seconded by Dr. Sanders.  There was 

discussion of how the Committee has previously scheduled breaks, and the scheduling 

of expected topics for the remainder of the year including approval of the annual work 

plan. 

ACTION: Motion passed unanimously. 
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5. Approval of minutes for 03-18-2025 meeting 

Motion was made by Ms. Norman to approve the minutes for the 03-18-2025 meeting; 

seconded by Mr. Nix. 

ACTION: Motion passed unanimously. 

6. Attendance Report 

Mr. McMurry said the current Attendance Report showed all members in compliance with 

the attendance policy at this time.  He said the Attendance Report is always sent out with the 

meeting materials and that if members have any questions about their status, they should 

ask staff.  He said that there are two applications for the currently vacant Member At Large 

position scheduled to go to the County Commission on May 13th and briefly summarized the 

applicants’ information. 

7. Chair Comments 

Chair Clouser gave a summary of his presentation of the annual RCAC workplan and update 

to the County Commission and the subsequent discussion, and said it went well. 

8. Staff Updates 

Mr. McMurry said that he talked with Sheriff Deputy Cary Gallop about addressing the 

specific questions of the RCAC at the upcoming May meeting.  There were questions and 

discussion from Committee members regarding the possibilities of a trail for horses and ATVs 

between Alachua and Newberry and of a horse crossing on CR 234 near Rochelle, and crash 

data on SR 26 near Melrose; Mr. McMurry said he would follow up with appropriate staff for 

more information.  

Mr. McMurry said that there is a County Commission special meeting scheduled for June 3rd 

to include discussion of intergovernmental coordination and chickens for personal use in 

residential zoning districts.  He said staff are currently scheduled to take draft language 

regarding regulation of agritourism offsite impacts to the April 22nd County Commission 

meeting for authorization to advertise a public hearing; he said he could share the draft 

language at an upcoming RCAC meeting for comments.   

Mr. McMurry gave updates on the County’s Food Hub initiative and the Food System 

Workforce Project.  Ms. Van Scoik and Mr. Bedenfield said they were interested in being 

involved in the Food Hub initiative.  Chair Clouser asked if anyone was opposed to RCAC 

recommending these two members to staff for potential participation; there was no 

opposition.  Mr. McMurry said he would follow up with staff on the recommendation and 

whether there are current opportunities for participation.  He said he would send information 

to Committee members in response to questions from Mr. Johnson regarding CR 235 and 

crash data, replacement of a flashing beacon light, and process for citizens whose vehicles 

have been damaged from potholes. 
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Ivy Bell gave a summary and update on the Forward Focus: Eastern Alachua County initiative 

and upcoming meeting in Melrose on May 3rd.   

9. Committee Members Comments 

There were no Committee members comments. 

10. Public Comments 

There were no public present. 

11. Next Meeting 

Next Meeting – May 20th @ Alachua County Health Dept. 

12. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Mr. Nix to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Ms. McMillan. 

ACTION: Motion passed unanimously. 

Chair Clouser called the meeting to a close at 5:52 pm. 
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04/16/2025

Rural Concerns Advisory Committee
Staff Liaison: Ken McMurry

Member                                                     
Position

Term 
Start

Term            
End

10-15-24 11-19-24 01-21-25 02-18-25 03-18-25 04-15-25
Meetings 
Attended

Bedenfield, Jacobi                                                                                       
Residing in Unincorporated Area Outside Urban Cluster… 12-10-2024 11-30-2027

-- -- P P A P 3 of 4

Clouser, Rodney                                                                  
Member from UF-IFAS 10-01-2022 9-30-2025

P P P P P P 6 of 6

Conover, Lyman                                                                
Member from the Farm Bureau 12-10-2024 11-30-2027

-- -- P P P P 4 of 4

Hearn, Janet                                                                                
Residing in Unincorporated Area Outside Urban Cluster… 10-01-2023 9-30-2026

P P P P P P 6 of 6

Johnson, Tyrone                                                                     
Alternate Member Chosen At Large 12-10-2024 11-30-2027

-- -- P A A P 2 of 4

McMillan, Micky                                                                  
Actively Involved in Agriculture and/or Silviculture 02-01-2024 9-30-2026

P P P P P P 6 of 6

Nix, John                                                                              
Actively Involved in Agriculture and/or Silviculture  10-01-2023 9-30-2026

A P A P P P 4 of 6

Norman, Missy                                                                                          
Actively Involved in Agriculture and/or Silviculture              05-14-2024 9-30-2026

P P P P P P 6 of 6

Sanders, Cindy                                                                        
Member from County Extension Office  10-01-2023 9-30-2026

A P P A P P 4 of 6

Van Scoik, Amy                                                                         
Actively Involved in Agriculture and/or Silviculture                      06-01-2023 9-30-2025

A P A P A P 3 of 6

Weisman, Brent                                                                   
Residing in Unincorporated Area Outside Urban Cluster… 06-25-2024 5-31-2027

P P P P P A 5 of 6

Vacant                                                                              
Member Chosen At Large  --- ---

-- -- -- -- -- -- --

P = Present
A = Absent

    Attendance is defined as being physically present at the meeting for one hour or 50% of the length of the meeting, whichever is shorter.  Any regular or alternate
    member whose attendance is less than 50% of the last 6 consecutive meetings shall automatically be removed from the advisory committee.

Attendance Report
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Rural Concerns Advisory Committee Meeting 
May 20, 2025 

Information for Agenda Item 8. Staff Updates (if time permits) 

Proposed Changes to Alachua County Unified Land Development Code (ULDC) 
Related to Agritourism Substantial Offsite Impacts 

At their regular meeting on April 22, 2025, the County Commission authorized the 
advertisement of public hearings to consider proposed standards to mitigate substantial offsite 
impacts from agritourism activities, considering public health, safety, and welfare of the 
community.  The draft standards, proposed under existing ULDC Section 404.09 Agricultural 
Uses (attached), address potential offsite impacts from lighting, parking, and traffic associated 
with agritourism activities.  Public hearings are tentatively planned for May 27th and June 24th. 

Statutory Background 

Florida Statutes section 570.86 defines “Agritourism activity” as “any agricultural related activity 
consistent with a bona fide farm, livestock operation, or ranch or in a working forest which 
allows members of the general public, for recreational, entertainment, or educational purposes, 
to view or enjoy activities, including farming, ranching, historical, cultural, civic, ceremonial, 
training and exhibition, or harvest-your-own activities and attractions. An agritourism activity 
does not include the construction of new or additional structures or facilities intended primarily 
to house, shelter, transport, or otherwise accommodate members of the general public. An 
activity is an agritourism activity regardless of whether the participant paid to participate in the 
activity”. 

Florida Statutes section 570.85 promotes agritourism “as a way to support bona fide agricultural 
production by providing a stream of revenue and by educating the general public about the 
agricultural industry”.  It prohibits local jurisdictions from adopting or enforcing “a local 
ordinance, regulation, rule, or policy that prohibits, restricts, regulates, or otherwise limits an 
agritourism activity on land classified as agricultural land”.  The statute specifically “does not 
limit the powers and duties of local government to address substantial offsite impacts of 
agritourism activities”. 

A and A-RB Zoning Districts 

The attached ULDC Section 404.09 references County zoning districts Agricultural (A) and 
Agricultural rural business (A-RB).  Both zoning districts implement the rural/agriculture land 
use designation on the Future Land Use Map.  The A district implements Comprehensive Plan 
policies to allow rural and agricultural areas to be developed in a manner consistent with the 
retention of agriculture, Open Space, and rural character; preservation of environmentally 
sensitive areas; and the efficient use of public services and facilities.  The A-RB district 
implements Comprehensive Plan policies to provide for certain commercial or other uses on a 
limited scale serving or ancillary to agricultural activities.  
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ALACHUA COUNTY UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
CHAPTER 404. - USE REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE III. - AGRICULTURE 

Proposed additions are underlined; proposed deletions are struck-through 

Sec. 404.09. Agricultural uses. 

Agricultural uses are permitted by right in the A and A-RB districts and are allowed as limited 
uses in all other districts only on properties of one acre or more, except as otherwise prohibited 
in Section 404.13 for raising of poultry and livestock on less than five acres. Growing and 
processing of all other agricultural products for personal use is permitted on any property. 
Agritourism and ecotourism activities may be allowed subject to the following to mitigate 
substantial off-site impacts: 

(a) Agritourism and ecotourism activities. 

(1a) Agritourism and ecotourism activities such as tours, farm meals, classes, wildlife 
observation, workshops, and other educational activities are permitted as accessory 
to an ongoing agricultural use.  

1a. An operation offering such activities must have direct access to a public road 
meeting County standards for sufficient right-of-way, minimum width, 
stabilization requirements, and maintenance.  

2b. Any related site alteration or construction of temporary or permanent structures 
not otherwise required for the ongoing agricultural operation shall be subject to 
building permit and development plan approval and all applicable development 
standards in Chapter 407 of this ULDC and with the following standards for that 
portion of the site proposed for use as part of the agritourism or ecotourism 
activity to mitigate substantial offsite impacts:  

i. Lighting levels for necessary security and safety are permitted. Lighting 
associated with agritourism activities shall minimize light trespass to adjacent 
properties. Maximum maintained illumination measures within 25 feet of the 
property line shall not be more than one half (.5) footcandles.  

ii. The property must have adequate space for on-site parking outside of public 
rights-of-way.  

iii. Agritourism activities that result in more than 50 weekday peak hour trips will 
require a traffic impact analysis to determine if any improvements are needed.  

(2b) Restaurants and tasting rooms may be allowed as accessory to an ongoing agricultural 
use subject to the standards of Section 404.67.5 of this Chapter.  

(3c) Bed and breakfast facilities may be allowed as accessory to an ongoing agricultural 
use subject to the standards of Section 404.70 of this Chapter. 
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