March 13, 2025

4:00 pm

Freedom Community Center

7340 SW 41 Place, Gainesville, FL 32608

1.  Call to Order

2.  Approval of the Agenda

3.  Approval of Minutes

4. Parks & Open Space Director Update - Jason Maurer
4.1  Hawthorne Park Property Acquisition Discussion

5.  Park Projects Update - Ed Williams

6. Discuss Day/Time/Location of Future Meetings

7. Public Comment

8. Adjournment
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Recreation and Open Space Advisory Committee

Date: January 9, 2025
Time: 4:00 pm
Location: Rotary Park at Jonesville
14100 NW 32nd Avenue, Jonesville, FL 32669
1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 4:01pm.

Members Present: Sarah Bruning, Allen Kurian, Jane Luzar (Vice Chair), Steven
Scott (Chair) Adriana Cater.

Members Absent: Stephen Rodriguez
Approval of the Agenda

Jane Luzar made a motion to approve the agenda as presented; Sarah Brunnig
second; unanimous approval; motion carried.

Approval of Minutes

Jane Luzar made a motion to approve the November minutes as presented;
Sarah Brunnig second; unanimous approval; motion carried.

Parks & Open Space Director Update - Jason Maurer

There will be a Special meeting with the Board in February, in relates to the
funding of upcoming projects. Mentions were made about the upcoming
community engagement for Westend, also an overview was given of what to be
expected at the special Board meeting.

John Weber the new Parks Manger was introduce to the Committee and gave a
brief introduction of himself.

Park Projects Update - Ed Williams
1-9-25
ROSCO Park Projects Update

- Veterans Memorial Park - New inclusive playground, Gold Star Families
Memorial, a secondary asphalt entry drive & parking lot, accessible sidewalks,
and associated stormwater and utility infrastructure. Improvements also include



installation of additional site lighting, landscaping, and temporary irrigation using
reclaimed water.

Bids were received on 12/13/23, contract was approved by the Board on 2/13/24,
the purchase order for this work was issued on 3/5, and construction onsite
began on or about 4/22. Due to delays for supplies & weather work onsite is a
couple months behind schedule. A ribbon cutting for the new playground &
dedication ceremony for the GSF Memorial were held on Veterans Day
(11/11/24). The playground & sitework contractors are working to complete their
remaining punch list items. GRU is scheduled to install the additional site lighting.

- MK Rawlings Park/Kate Barnes Ramp - Replacement of the existing boarding
dock, addition of a courtesy dock on the south side of the channel, paved
accessible parking, and accessible sidewalks.

Plans have been submitted for DRC and water management district approval.
Comments provided by the SJRWMD have been addressed, and the boarding
dock has been approved. Further work, however, will be needed to gain approval
for the courtesy dock planned for the south side of the channel. We are working
with the consultants to find the quickest route to construction, even if that means
implementing a phased approach.

- Poe Springs - Two projects underway here, the first being replacing the existing
spring-side restrooms and the second being improvements to the boat launch
that include replacement of the boarding dock, and accessible kayak launch,
paved accessible parking, and accessible sidewalks.

o Construction documents have been completed and we are exploring a job
order contracting (JOC) option to expedite the construction process.

o Boat Launch - The water management district requested delineation of the
wetlands and high water levels in the vicinity of the proposed improvements. That
work was completed, we met with the SRWMD onsite 5/30, and we received their
approval on 11/5 (one year after submittal). DRC approval was granted on 8/15.

- Copeland & Monteocha Parks - New playgrounds, additional parking,
pavilion(s), better accessibility, landscaping, site lighting, and additional
amenities as appropriate.

Purchase orders for A&E were issued on 4/23. Surveys have been completed,
and we’re currently working on schematic designs. Once the A&E and permitting
processes are complete, bidding & construction phases will occur.

* FRDAP grant was applied for on 10/14 for $200K for improvements to
Monteocha Park.



- Jonesville Park - Construction of a new soccer stadium, additional parking,
better accessibility, and new pickleball courts.

Purchase order for A&E was issued on 6/4. Survey has been completed as well
as design of the building containing press box, bleachers, locker/restrooms for
officials, and storage. We’re currently working on schematic design for the site.
Once the A&E and permitting processes are complete, bidding & construction
phases will occur.

* In addition, purchase order for sinkhole remediation was issued on 11/20, and
that work has been completed.

- West End Park - Fast-track demolition, clean up, and improvements in
preparation for the upcoming World Masters Athletics (WMAIi25) event. Includes
a 2K cross country course, an internationally certified area for javelin, discuss,
and hammer throw, additional parking, and associated utility infrastructure.

The County closed on this property on 6/14, and with the assistance of Parks &
Public Works staff cleaning & demolition operations began immediately
thereafter. All of the existing buildings have been demolished and associated
septic tanks have been decommissioned. The event field (old driving range) has
been re-graded, throwing facilities have been built (i.e., discus, javelin & hammer
throw), irrigation and well/pump restoration are nearly complete, and new
electrical services have been built wellside & up front. The event field was
hydroseeded yesterday & this morning.

The WMA Council’s technical visit in early December went well. Next, we’ll be
installing additional utilities infrastructure and repaving the existing walks &
parking lot adjacent to Newberry Road.

- Lake Alto Park - Renovation of the existing parking lot, including excavation of
asphalt and limestone to make way for tree islands and subsequent seal coating
& re-striping.

Purchase order for this work was issued on 10/17 with costs split between Parks
& EPD (tree mitigation fund). Everything has been completed, and staff have
installed wood bollards to protect the islands. Trees are scheduled for planting
later this month.

- Pinesville Park (St. Peter) - Development of a new pocket park on 2.2. acres
just north of Archer.

Purchase order for A&E was issued on 12/5. Survey has been completed, and
we’re currently working on schematic designs. We anticipate the whole A&E



process will take 6-8 months, after which bidding & construction phases will
occur.

Note: Completion of the underlined projects will make us substantially complete
with the Risk assessment.

Discuss Day/Time/Location of Future Meetings

Our next meeting will be held on the 13 of March @ Freedom Community Center.
@ 4:00 PM

Public Comment

None.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:44pm.
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Lochloosa Creek Flatwoods

Little Orange Lake Investors LLC

8/22/2024
Project Score Buildings
2 on ACPA, 1 on site (SOH
5.80 of 10.00 MISC)
Inspection Date Just Value LB
Acre
8/12/2024 $1,310,030 $7,469
Size Total Value (Just, Misc, Bldg.) UCLEL LTS
Acre
177.64 $1,349,319 $7,693
Parcel Number Acreage Acquisition Type
19954-000-000 11372 | | Feesimele
19960-001-000 13.58 Natural Community Condition
19959-000-000 12.84 Classic Upland Lake Good
19959-003-000 4.44 Floodplain Marsh Good
19959-004-000 6.88 Depression Marsh Fair
19959-005-001 5.47 Mesic Hammock Good
19959-006-000 6.83 Other
19959-007-000 6.72 Site Conversion Pine Plantation
19959-008-000 491 Old Field
Section-Township-Range Archaeological Sites
35-10S-22E 1 recorded on site, 1 in 1 mile
36-10S-22E Bald Eagle Nests
1-11S-22E 0 on site, 0 in one mile ‘
REPA Score N/A of 9.44 (~0.5 mi to Lochloosa Creek Flatwoods - ACF Project Area)
KBN Score N/A of 47 projects (~0.74 mi to East Lochloosa Forest)
Outstanding Florida
Waters N/A

Overall Description:

The Little Orange Lake Investors LLC property is in the southeastern portion of Alachua County,
on the western border of Little Orange Lake, just southeast of the town of Hawthorne. It’s % mile north
of the East Lochloosa Forest strategic ecosystem and % mile south of Lochloosa Creek Flatwoods ACF
project area, but none of the property is currently within a strategic ecosystem or an ACF project area.
It is also adjacent to the projected Florida Wildlife Corridor boundary that runs through the eastern
portion of the county along Holden Road. The 177.64-acre property consists of 9 parcels under a single
ownership and has been nominated as a fee simple acquisition. It has approximately 3,100 ft of road
frontage along Holden Park Road. The property is currently for sale but not listed. There’s a single
parcel excluded from this nomination amid the southern parcels that is an inholding under another
ownership. The natural communities present on the property include classic upland lake,

I:\Land Conservation\Land Conservation Matrix\Lochloosa Creek Flatwoods\LCR site specific
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floodplain marsh, depression marsh, and mesic hammock with two other communities of site
conversion pine plantation and old field.

The classic upland lake (Little Orange Lake) takes up the northeastern portion of the property. It
can be accessed by a 140 ft dock and from a paved boat ramp. The floodplain marsh between the lake
and mesic hammock is in good condition. It mainly contains willow shrubs with maidencane,
buttonbush, and various other wetland species. There’s a one-acre depression marsh in the southern
portion of the property that is overgrown with buttonbush and dahoon holly and is surrounded by
dense canopy mesic hammock. About half of the upland area of the property is mesic hammock in good
condition with a canopy of live and laurel oaks, magnolia, sabal palms, sweetgum, and holly and an
understory of saw palmetto, winged sumac, pokeweed, vines, hogplum, and more. Scattered site
conversion pine plantation and old field make up the rest of the upland areas in the northern portion.
The plantations have approximately 12-year-old slash pines with an open understory. This northern area
was historically cleared for pine plantation and more recently used as a 9-hole golf course. This area also
contains a prehistoric campsite listed in the Florida Master Site File, and there is another archeological
site within % a mile to the east.

Most of the acreage visited during the site visit contains 51-75% coverage of Caeser’s weed.
There are multiple large patches of cogon grass and at least one large area of extensive air potato. Other
scattered invasive plants present include Peruvian primrose willow, hairy indigo, tuberous sword fern,
showy rattlebox, and crepe myrtle.

Infrastructure on the site includes % mile of paved road from Holden Road leading to a parking
area with a turnaround loop that continues to the boat ramp. Along the southern end of this road are
multiple remnant RV electrical hookups, a powerline, and two areas with PVC plumbing coming up from
the ground that could possibly connect to an extensive network historically used for watering the golf
course. Along the east side of the road that continues to the boat ramp there’s an electrical meter box
and a buried fiber optic cable. Just south of the parking area, there’s a large plastic paneled building with
steel H-beam framework with some solid waste scattered around it. There’s another powerline within
the property along the western portion of the inholding property in the southern area.

Wildlife observations included deer tracks and coyote scat.

Development Review:

This development analysis is based on a limited desk-top review and is founded upon current
County Land Development Regulations and Comprehensive Plan policies. The Development Scenario is
oversimplified and is meant only to convey a general sense of the potential of development intensity that
could be possible based on land use and zoning conditions.

The parcels are currently owned by Little Orange Lake Investors LLC and have a Future
Land Use of Residential Moderate Density and Rural Agriculture. Under the current land use and
zoning, the property could be developed for single-family use with a minimum lot size of 5 acres
and a width of 175 ft. Lands in agricultural areas are intended to provide for areas primarily
consisting of agricultural and residential uses consistent with the City of Hawthorne's
comprehensive plan.

I:\Land Conservation\Land Conservation Matrix\Lochloosa Creek Flatwoods\LCR site specific
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There are surface waters, wetlands and associated buffers onsite that would be protected by the
Countywide Wetlands Protection Code. As mapped, these features make up approximately 136
acres, although the actual protected acreage is likely lower based on EPD Natural Resource staff
knowledge of the site. Most of the uplands on the property were previously developed as a golf
course which has been abandoned.

The current zoning and future land use indicate this property is developable, however, roughly
half the land is protected from development due to the presence of wetlands. The remote
location, limited infrastructure, and associated higher construction costs may also diminish the
potential for development activities. However, there may be increased interest due to the
presence of existing infrastructure from historic development, as well as its location on a lake
and public road.

I:\Land Conservation\Land Conservation Matrix\Lochloosa Creek Flatwoods\LCR site specific
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Lochloosa Creek Flatwoods - Little Orange Lake Investors LLC - 8/22/2024

Average Criteria
Score Multiplied
by Relative
Importance

Average
Criteria
Score

ANIMAL SPECIES

E Enter Criteria
2} Value Based
CATEGORY i i s
Criterion g .
Z Inspection
2}
A. Whether the property has geologic/hydrologic conditions that would easily enable
contamination of vulnerable aquifers that have value as drinking water sources;
(-1) B. Whether the property serves an important groundwater recharge function;
PROTECTION OF
WATER C. Whether the property contains or has direct connections to lakes, creeks, rivers, springs, sinkholes, or wetlands
RESOURCES  |for which conservation of the property will protect or improve surface water quality;
D. Whether the property serves an important flood management function.
A. Whether the property contains a diversity of natural communities;
B. Whether the natural communities present on the property are rare;
C. Whether there is ecological quality in the communities present on the property;
(-2) D. Whether the property is functionally connected to other natural communities;
PROTECTION OF
NATURAL E. Whether the property is adjacent to properties that are in public ownership or have other
COMMUNITIES |environmental protections such as conservation easements;
AND F. Whether the property is large enough to contribute substantially to conservation efforts;
LANDSCAPES
G. Whether the property contains important, Florida-specific geologic features such as caves or
springs;
H. Whether the property is relatively free from internal fragmentation from roads, power lines,
and other features that create barriers and edge effects.
A. Whether the property serves as documented or potential habitat for rare, threatened, or
endangered species or species of special concern;
B. Whether the property serves as documented or potential habitat for species with large home
ranges;
(-3) C. Whether the property contains plants or animals that are endemic or near-endemic to Florida
PROTECTION OF or Alachua County;
PLANT AND

D. Whether the property serves as a special wildlife migration or aggregation site for activities
such as breeding, roosting, colonial nesting, or over-wintering;

E. Whether the property offers high vegetation quality and species diversity;

F. Whether the property has low incidence of non-native invasive species.

(I-4) SOCIAL AND

A. Whether the property offers opportunities for compatible resource-based recreation, if
appropriate;

B. Whether the property contributes to urban green space, provides a municipal defining greenbelt, provides

HUMAN VALUES scenic vistas, or has other value from an urban and regional planning perspective.
AVERAGE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN VALUES
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THIS CRITERIA SET IN THE OVERALL SCORE
(-1 A. Whether it will be practical to manage the property to protect its environmental, social and
(I-1) other values (examples include controlled burning, exotics removal, maintaining hydro-period, and
MANAGEMENT 50 on);
ISSUES -

B. Whether this management can be completed in a cost-effective manner.

(I-2) ECONOMIC
AND
ACQUISITION
ISSUES

A. Whether there is potential for purchasing the property with matching funds from municipal,
state, federal, or private contributions;

B. Whether the overall resource values justifies the potential cost of acquisition;

C. Whether there is imminent threat of losing the environmental, social or other values of the
property through development and/or lack of sufficient legislative protections (this requires
analysis of current land use, zoning, owner intent, location and

AVERAGE FOR ACQUISITION AND MANAGEMENT VALUES

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THIS CRITERIA SET IN THE OVERALL SCORE

TOTAL SCORE

5.80
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Little Orange Lake Investors LLC
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Lochloosa Creek Flatwoods
Little Orange Lake Investors LLC

Environontal Parcel Map
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